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1 Introduction

Following the discussion at RAN3 #87, it was agreed to capture the analysis for a possible interface and architecture model between the eNB and the WLAN [1]. This document presents a TP for inclusion in [2].
2 Text Proposal
START OF CHANGE
5.1.x
RAN-WLAN Interface and Architecture Model
In order to enable proper information exchange between the RAN and the WLAN, a suitable architecture and interface needs to be defined. We will refer to such an interface as Xw.

On the RAN side, Xw is terminated in the eNB. On the WLAN side, also looking at the parameters in Sec. 5.1.2, it is unclear where in the WLAN this interface may terminate. One possibility might be to consider the WLAN side of Xw as a “reference point”, i.e. not terminated in a logical node. In this way, however, the WLAN side cannot be defined in a 3GPP specification but would rely on 3rd party specifications (e.g. IEEE, BBF, etc.) 

An alternative solution is to define a suitable “Wireless LAN Termination” (WT) as the WLAN termination for Xw. This can be defined as a logical node in 3GPP terms, so its behavior can be specified by RAN3. WT implementation, including its placement in the WLAN, is out of 3GPP scope. The resulting architecture for Xw is shown in the figure below.
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Figure 5.1.x.1-1 Terminating Xw between the eNB and the WLAN Termination.

The analysis so far has focused on E-UTRAN; whether there may be specific implications with respect to UTRAN has not been discussed.

The RAN-WLAN information exchange discussed so far seems to justify a CP-only interface. However, from past experience with X2, it seems wise not to preclude future non-CP functionality (like e.g. packet forwarding for seamless offloading, FFS).

END OF CHANGE
3 Proposal
Proposal 1: RAN3 should capture the TP in Sec. 2 in [2] before the subsection on UE identifiers.
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