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1 Introduction

Contribution R3-150186 proposes the following conclusion:

RAN3 has discussed the issue of 3GPP-WLAN interworking enhancements. Solution 1 based on a 3GPP-WLAN direct interface has been presented in section 6.2.2.1. Such solution would allow an exchange of parameters between WLAN and 3GPP that in turns would allow taking better decisions in terms of 3GPP-WLAN traffic steering. Consequently it is recommended to proceed with the standardization of Solution 1.

It is our belief that it is premature for RAN3 to discuss standardizing any solution for parameter exchange between E-UTRAN and WLAN node elements. We motivate our position below.
2 Discussion
Contribution R3-150186 proposes the following conclusion:

RAN3 has discussed the issue of 3GPP-WLAN interworking enhancements. Solution 1 based on a 3GPP-WLAN direct interface has been presented in section 6.2.2.1. Such solution would allow an exchange of parameters between WLAN and 3GPP that in turns would allow taking better decisions in terms of 3GPP-WLAN traffic steering. Consequently it is recommended to proceed with the standardization of Solution 1.

However there are few elements that indicate that this SI has not reached a maturity level that justify moving to the next step and standardize a Solution.
We list such elements:

1. Performance numbers: It is not clear if per UE performance number are useful to be provided to the E-UTRAN for the goal of improving the 3GPP-WLAN Interworking feature. Alternative SI in SA5 has discussed the use of aggregate values in terms of data rate over WLAN and number of UEs offloaded.
2. If UE based performance metrics are to be provided to the E-UTRAN these metrics may be provided over the Uu interface from the terminal instead of from a WLAN Network Element.

3. It is not clear if both performance metrics as well as other network management data may be provided by a WLAN that operates in an untrusted domain. RAN3 shall discuss the applicability of this SI for both trusted as well as untrusted access.
3 Proposals
Our counter proposal is summarized below:
Proposal: It is premature for RAN3 to standardize any interface for parameter exchange between WLAN and E-UTRAN.

