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1 Introduction

Several contributions argue for the need of exchanging information between E-UTRAN and WLAN nodes with the goal of improving the estimation of the UE throughput in the WLAN. However, these contributions do not take into consideration several issues we detail in the discussion section. Based on our analysis we present few counter-proposals.
2 Discussion
R3-150325 makes the following proposals:
Proposal 1: RAN3 should further consider the UE average data rate and the possible implications from its use.

Proposal 2: RAN3 should include the Capacity Value and the (optional) Capacity Class Value as baseline for WLAN load reporting.
Proposal 3: RAN3 should study a logical interface (Xw) between the WLAN TF, to be defined and specified as a logical node in 3GPP terms, and the eNB; WLAN TF implementation (including in which physical node it resides) is out of 3GPP scope and up to vendor choices.

Proposal 4: The possibility to support non-CP functionality over Xw should not be precluded.

Proposal 5: RAN3 should discuss the choice of transport protocol for Xw. SCTP offers reliable packet delivery and is fully consistent with RAN3 best practice, while UDP could require less node resources.

Proposal 6: RAN3 should discuss the choice for Xw Application Protocol and its possible functions, and agree on a possible way forward.

Proposal 7: Include the relevant parts of Sec. 2 in the TR.
Also R3-150109 proposes as follows:
Proposal 1: The parameters obtained from WLAN are used by eNB in WLAN interworking decisions.

Proposal 2: The exchange of parameters should be carried out on a standardized interface between eNB and WLAN.

Proposal 3: The end-point of the interface at WLAN will be a logical node which will be defined by 3GPP.
Proposal 4: The exchange of parameters should be frequent enough to allow dynamic load balancing decisions at the eNB.

Proposal 5: Both IEEE and WFA standardization support should be considered in defining new parameters to be received from WLAN.
2.1 Choice of performance based parameters
3GPP TR32.841: Study on Wireless Local Area Network(WLAN) Management, Release 12[1] focused on WLAN performance monitoring as an essential part of enabling WLAN offloading in a complementary role of the cellular technology. This SI concluded that in order to enable WLAN playing a role as a complement to cellular technology, the performance of WLAN needs to be known by cellular operators. WLAN performance data is also essential to monitor the quality of service a subscriber may receive. The WLAN performance may be monitored by following parameters:

-
Data volume;

-
The number of associated UEs.

Proposal1: WLAN performance parameter may be exchanged between WLAN and E-UTRAN. Such parameters are: data volume and the number of associated UEs.
Section 4 of 3GPP TR 32.841 [1] describes the proposed architecture for monitoring the performance of WLAN offloading. 

Proposal 2: RAN3 shall take note of the Release 12 SA5 SI in 3GPP TR 32.841 in any discussions regarding a possible logical interface between E-UTRAN and WLAN.  
There are various technologies used to connect to fixed and mobile cores. This may include GRE, CAPWAP and 3GPP-defined reference points. On the fixed core, SCTP is not a protocol widely used on the WLAN network elements. Therefore on this SI we propose as follows:
Proposal3: RAN3 shall take into account the lack of support for SCTP on the WLAN Network Elements when decides on the transport to be used to establish the logical interface between the 3GPP and WLAN.
3 Conclusions and Proposals
Our counter proposal is summarized below:
Proposal1: WLAN performance parameter may be exchanged between WLAN and E-UTRAN. Such parameters are: data volume and the number of associated UEs.

Proposal 2: RAN3 shall take note of the Release 12 SA5 SI in 3GPP TR 32.841 in any discussions regarding a possible logical interface between E-UTRAN and WLAN.  
Proposal3: RAN3 shall take into account the lack of support for SCTP on the WLAN Network Elements when decides on the transport to be used to establish the logical interface between the 3GPP and WLAN.
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