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1 Introduction
This contribution proposed the TP of data forwarding for dual connectivity.
2 TP
4.4.3
Direct data forwarding for dual connectivity
For direct data forwarding, the data is directly from the source SeNB to the target SeNB/eNB. The MeNB need to provide the TEID and TNL address received from the target SeNB/eNB to the source SeNB. If there is no X2 interface between source SeNB and the target SeNB/eNB, direct data forwarding is impossible even if MeNB provide the TEID and TNL address assigned by the target SeNB to the source MeNB. Therefore the key issue to support direct data forwarding is how the MeNB know whether there is X2 interface between the source SeNB and the target SeNB/eNB.

To solve the issue, one alternative is O&M configuration. The operator needs to configure to the MeNB whether the other two pair eNBs have X2 interface. If the number of small eNB is high, the operator has a lot of configuration efforts.

Another alternative is to investigate the standard approach.

Considering direct data forwarding is efficient mechanism and can save the backhaul in half, it is better to support it in standard.

