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1. Introduction
In RAN#66 meeting a new SI [1] on further enhancements of small Cell high layer aspects for LTE has been agreed. Its objective is to identify potential enhancements for support of dense small cell deployment. The main purpose of this paper is to provide the RAN work plan.
2. Work Plan
According to the objectives in the SI as follows, this paper is to provide the initial assessment of RAN work.

· Identify and evaluate the potential issues related to  the increased signalling load in case of dense small cells deployment and if issues are identified, study potential solutions (RAN3) 
· The study on the handling of increased signalling load due to frequent handover within Rel-12 Small Cell Enhancement-High layer SI (captured in TR36.842) can be a reference for this study.  

· The dense deployment scenarios discussed in SCE physical layer SI/WI in Rel-12(captured in TR36.872) can be a reference for this study. 

· For each potential feasible enhancement, the complexity and specification impact should be assessed.
RAN3#87:

· Analyze the scenarios and use cases of dense deployment and discuss the potential issues;
· Provide the skeleton TR;
· Approve the high level work plan
RAN3#87bis:
· Identify and evaluate the potential issues, e.g. related to the increased signalling, caused by the dense deployment;
· Discuss each potential feasible enhancement, the complexity and specification impact;
· Update the TR.
RAN3#88

· Conclude the issues, solutions, and specification impact;
· Conclude the study and finalize the TR.
Proposal 1: It is suggested RAN3 to approve the work plan above.
3. Conclusion
In this contribution, we provide the work plan for the SI on further enhancements of small Cell high layer aspects for LTE. The proposal is:

Proposal 1: It is suggested RAN3 to approve the work plan above.
Reference

[1] RP-142283. New Study Item proposal: Study on further enhancements of small Cell high layer aspects for LTE. Huawei, Hisilicon.
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