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Discussion
1 Introduction
The discussion paper [1] addresses the issue of handling intra-LTE redirection and lists the drawbacks of a solution based on the introduction of a new cause value [3, 4]. A potential solution in line with [1] is proposed in [2].

This paper explains why approach in [1, 2] is not appropriate and propose to agree on the proposal in [5, 6].
2 Discussion

It is not clear what it is meant by issue #2 in Section 2 of [1]:

2. “the second drawback is that it is new behaviour for the MME. Today the MME preserves the EPC bearers only upon two specific causes (see TS23.401):

If the cause of S1 release is because of User I inactivity, Inter-RAT Redirection, the MME shall preserve the GBR bearers”.
What has been proposed in [3 and 4] is to extend the behavior that an MME currently has for ‘Inter-RAT Redirection’ to the case of ‘Intra-RAT Redirection’. So we do not think that this introduces a new behavior of the MME, since as of today the MME can already preserve GBR bearers.
Again, from [1]:

“Moreover this today “preservation” is not a “temporary preservation” i.e. the MME has no “short timer” to further release the old S1 (MME might have a long defense timer but this is something different). In contrast,if we were to introduce this “new cause value” solution, the MME would need to start a specific “short timer” and release the old S1 by UE Release Command at expiry of this “short timer”. This behaviour of “temporary preservation controlled by a short timer”  is new for the MME and doesn’t correspond to the two existing causes mentioned here-above,”

Independently of the type of “preservation”, an MME implementation could simply re-use whatever mechanism currently used in case of “Inter-RAT redirection” also for the “Intra-RAT” case. In other words, we do not see the need to introduce a new ‘short timer’.

The proposal in [2] to extend the Radio Link Failure case to cover also Intra-RAT redirection
“the eNB starts the short timer when sending the RRC redirection order and at expiry (allowing sufficient time for NAS recovery) the eNB triggers the release of the old S1”

would imply an unnecessary waste eNB resources because the (source) eNB would need to hold them until the UE has been redirected.
More in general, from a principle point of view, if the use case for this behaviour (i.e. Intra-LTE Redirection) is recognized (as [1] seems to imply) then a new cause value should be standardized. 
The proposal in [1, 2] might be based on a valid implementation based solution, however it may not be compatible with other existing implementations.
3 Conclusions and proposal
Given the analysis of the solution in [1, 2], we propose to introduce a new cause value as described in [5] and to send an LS to SA2 [6].
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