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2. Description
Upon completing M3 Reset or M3 Setup procedure, MME may initiate MBMS Session Start procedure towards the MCE. In current specification, the MCE, which support MBMS restoration function, shall behave as follows:

After completing the RESET procedure, the MCE shall, if supported, accept the MBMS SESSION START message(s) corresponding to the service(s) affected by the Reset and use them to restore corresponding MBMS-service-associated logical M3-connections over the M3 interface (see TS 23.007 [14]).
This text could be misinterpreted (see [2]) that it means that the MCE shall always accept the MBMS Session Start Request after a Reset without doing the admission control. This in fact depends whether or not the MCE has kept the MBMS context present and the MBMS service running during the Reset.

What the text originally meant is to cover the following scenario 1: after MCE sent the Reset e.g. because of M3AP ID issues, there is no mandate for the MCE to tear down the ongoing MBMS sessions and the overall MBMS context. In contrast, it is very likely that MCE will keep them running for some time. When MME sends again the MBMS Session Start Request for one of the TMGIs affected by the Reset, the MCE will therefore find a context for that TMGI. 

Before the restoration feature, the MCE is allowed to reject that MBMS Session Start Request because the TMGI in the message matches an already existing context in the MCE and the MCE can see this as an error (it is not like a normal MBMS Session Start Request since a context already exists). But support of the restoration feature by the MCE newly implies that the MCE shall not consider this case as abnormal and shall use the MBMS Session Start Request message received in that scenario to restore the missing M3AP logical connections. (for that MBMS service admission control has already been run).  

The text in existing specification (in italics above) implied that scenario 1 since the MCE can only determine that the service was one of the services affected by the Reset if it has kept a context for that MBMS service.

Of course in the scenario 2 where the MCE has not kept the MBMS context during the Reset, the MCE cannot differentiate this incoming restoration MBMS Session Start Request from a new fresh MBMS Session Start Request and it will need to handle it like any other incoming fresh MBMS Session Start Request including running the admission control. That is why RAN3 had decided 6 months ago to not cover this latter scenario 2 by the specification, but only scenario 1.

However, to avoid any future ambiguity in reading by some company, Alcatel-Lucent can kindly offer to further clarify the text if felt needed. 

CRs are provided in R3-141351 and R3-141352.

3. Conclusion

In this contribution we clarify the interpretation of the statement in TS36.444 on the restoration function.
CRs have also been provided if felt needed to bring further clarification to the text.
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