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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on SFN handling in the dual connectivity. RAN3 has the following response:

1) Is it feasible that MeNB and SeNB exchange the SFN timing difference without assistance from UE by using network based mechanism (e.g. X2 procedure or OAM)?

RAN3 answer: The OAM or the SeNB can get the timing configuration in the MeNB and the SeNB, such as Logical synchronization port, System Frame Number (SFN) initialization time. However, the phase drift has impact to the timing difference that is not controllable by the OAM in the asynchronous network. RAN3 is not sure if there will be new requirement defined to asynchronous network in RAN4. Currently, it is not confident to confirm the feasibility of network based solution, i.e. X2 procedure or OAM.
RAN3 discussed alternative approach which depends on the SeNB implementation. The SeNB having the over-the-air listening function can listen to the MIB from the MeNB. Then can get the SFN timing difference between the MeNB and the SeNB. But the over-the-air listening function is not implemented in each SeNB.  
2) If feasible, is the network based mechanism expected to be accurate enough for coordinating SFN between MeNB and SeNB (e.g. to align DRX and measurement gap occasions between MeNB and SeNB)?

RAN3 answer: RAN3 isn’t aware the granularity to align DRX and measurement gap occasions between MeNB and SeNB, whether SeNB and UE need to have unambiguous understanding on the SFN timing difference. More detail information on the accuracy requirement is needed. 
2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks RAN2 to take the provided information into account.
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