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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has analysed the case of intra-LTE redirection of GBR bearers and in particular for VoLTE calls in the attached tdoc R3-141156.

It is RAN3 understanding that it is critical for the survival of the VoLTE call in such a scenario that the EPC GBR bearer is not released immediately in order to let the NAS recovery procedure complete. 

RAN3 has analysed two potential solutions to solve the case:

· Define a new cause value “intra-LTE redirection” in the S1AP UE Context Release Request message for which the MME will newly wait for a “short timer” (allowing NAS recovery to complete) before releasing the old S1 or the EPC GBR bearer,

· Rely on the eNB to implement such a “short timer” to delay the sending of the S1AP UE Context Release Request message (like it does already today for the RLF case). See draft attached CR in tdoc R3-141157.
It is RAN3 understanding that the second approach is more aligned with the principles agreed in LTE release 8 to avoid a “short timer” in the MME for the RLF case, and that from the MME perspective this intra-LTE redirection case is similar.
RAN3 found also that the second approach has also fewer impacts (no impact on the MME, no impact on stage 3 TS36.413, no asn.1 impact, no impact on SA2 TS23.401).

RAN3 would like SA2 to confirm RAN3 preference for the second approach.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 to confirm RAN3 approach of the intra-LTE redirection case for GBR bearers.  
3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:
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