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1. Overall Description:

On request from RAN2 and based on information contained in R2-130685(S2-130645), RAN3 reviewed solutions for MTCe-SDDTE as captured in the latest available version of TR 23.887 and would like to provide feedback to SA2:

With regards to a group of solutions that aim at avoiding the setup of an S1-MME connection (“Connectionless Data Transmission”, “Small Data Fast Path”) RAN3 would like to emphasise the following aspects:

-
Even in case of an absent S1-MME signalling connection, the eNB would need to establish/maintain a UE context and related bearer contexts. The effort to process these contexts can be expected to be of a comparable amount as compared to the legacy approach.
-
Those contexts would exist without direct control from the MME, this might create problems in certain scenarios. 
-
This group of solutions would require substantial changes to protocol and architecture principles, creating a completely new approach of user data transmission and context handling, that would need to exist in parallel to the legacy approach. (We assume that in case of interworking between the two schemes, legacy user data transmission would need to take precedence immediately.)  
RAN3 concludes that from a radio network architecture point of view, the expected gains within E-UTRAN in terms of signaling and processing reduction would not justify the introduction of the new signaling and transmission schemes for small data. In general, it should be avoided to standardize two solutions of comparable performance.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 to re-evaluate the merits of the proposed schemes and take into account the outlined aspects.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #81 
19th – 23rd August 2013
Barcelona, Spain
TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #81bis
7th – 11th October 2013 Venice, Italy
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