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8.3.2
UE Context Release Request (eNB initiated)

8.3.2.1
General

The purpose of the UE Context Release Request procedure is to enable the eNB to request the MME to release the UE-associated logical S1-connection due to E-UTRAN generated reasons, e.g., “TX2RELOCOverall Expiry”. The procedure uses UE-associated signalling.

8.3.2.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.3.2.2-1: UE Context Release Request procedure. Successful operation.

The eNB controlling a UE-associated logical S1-connection initiates the procedure by generating a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message towards the affected MME node. 

The UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message shall indicate the appropriate cause value, e.g., “User Inactivity”, “Radio Connection With UE Lost”, “CSG Subscription Expiry”, “CS Fallback triggered”, “Redirection towards 1xRTT”, “Inter-RAT Redirection”, “UE Not Available for PS Service”, for the requested UE-associated logical S1-connection release. 

Interactions with UE Context Release procedure:
The UE Context Release procedure should be initiated upon reception of a UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST message as specified in TS 23.401 [11]. 
When the UE CONTEXT RELEASE REQUEST has been sent with cause of user inactivity, the MME may delay its response due to some ongoing NAS activity and the eNB shall not send the RRC Release to the UE until it receives the UE Context Release procedure trigger from the MME.  
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