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1. Introduction
The possibility to exchange information relative to synchronisation aspects over the X2 interface was discussed during the last two RAN3 meetings, namely in [1] and [2].
The present contribution describes two possible ways to signal the information about synchronisation configuration between eNBs over the X2 interface, namely by modifying the X2 Setup and eNB Configuration Update procedures alternatively by introducing a new procedure.
2. Discussion
2.1 Modification of existing procedures

The information about synchronisation related aspects for a served cell can be included in the Served Cell Information IE, which is then signalled both during X2 Setup and during eNB Configuration Update.

The modification to be applied on the X2AP protocol is somehow minor, however it should be considered that it does of course touch an existing procedure (but [4] applies changes in a backwards compatible way). The size of the X2 Setup message grows as well.
2.2 Introduction of a new procedure

Alternatively, as shown by [5] it is possible to define an entirely new procedure, which has the advantage of keeping this functionality separate from the existing one and has also a very simple logic that can be applied separately from other processing of cell information. The protocol impact is though higher.
3. Summary and proposal
As presented in the previous sub clause, it is possible to introduce the support for exchanging synchronisation info over the X2 interface either by modifying existing procedures or by introducing a new tailored one. Both approaches appear feasible.

In case introduction of synchronisation configuration exchange over X2 is agreed, RAN3 is kindly asked to discuss this issue presented in this contribution, decide on the best way forward and agree on the relevant change request.
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