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10.2.2
Handover

Inter RAT HO is designed so that changes to GERAN and UTRAN are minimised. This can be done by following the principles specified for GERAN to/from UTRAN intersystem HO. In particular the following principles are applied to E-UTRAN Inter RAT HO design:

1.
Inter RAT HO is network controlled through source access system. The source access system decides about starting the preparation and provides the necessary information to the target system in the format required by the target system. That is, the source system adapts to the target system. The actual handover execution is decided in the source system.

2.
Inter RAT HO is backwards handover, i.e. radio resources are prepared in the target 3GPP access system before the UE is commanded by the source 3GPP access system to change to the target 3GPP access system.

3.
To enable backwards handover, and while RAN level interfaces are not available, a control interface exists in CN level. In Inter RAT HO involving E-UTRAN access, this interface is between 2G/3G SGSN and corresponding MME/Serving Gateway.

4.
The target access system will be responsible for giving exact guidance for the UE on how to make the radio access there (this includes radio resource configuration, target cell system information etc.). This information is given during the handover preparation and should be transported completely transparently through the source access system to the UE.

5.
Mechanisms for avoiding or mitigating the loss of user data (i.e. forwarding) can be used until the 3GPP Anchor determines that it can send DL U-plane data directly to the target system.

6.
The handover procedure should not require any UE to CN signalling in order for data to start to flow in the target system. This requires that the security context, UE capability context and QoS context is transferred (or translated) within the network between source and target system.

7.
Similar handover procedure should apply for handovers of both real time and non-real time services.
8.
Similar handover procedure should apply for both Inter RAT Handover and intra-LTE Handover with EPC node change.
9.
Network controlled mobility is supported even if no prior UE measurements have been performed on the target cell and/or frequency i.e. “blind HO” is supported.
10.2.2a
Inter-RAT cell change order to GERAN with NACC

For interworking towards GERAN, inter-RAT cell change order with NACC is supported even if no prior UE measurements have been performed on the system i.e. “blind NACC” is supported.
10.2.2b
Inter-RAT handovers from E-UTRAN

10.2.2b.1
Data forwarding

10.2.2b.1.1
For RLC-AM bearers

Upon handover, the eNB may forward all downlink PDCP SDUs that have not been acknowledged by the UE to the target node. In addition, the eNB may forward fresh data arriving over S1 to the target node.
NOTE:
Any assigned PDCP SNs are not forwarded because of PDCP reset.
NOTE:
Target node does not have to wait for the completion of forwarding from the eNB before it begins transmitting packets to the UE.

The eNB discards any remaining downlink RLC PDUs. 

NOTE:
eNB does not need to abort ongoing RLC transmissions with the UE as it starts data forwarding to the target node.

Upon handover, the eNB may forward uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received to the Serving Gateway and shall discard any remaining uplink RLC PDUs. 
Correspondingly, the eNB does not forward the downlink and uplink RLC context.

In-sequence delivery of upper layer PDUs during handover is not guaranteed.
10.2.2b.1.2
For RLC-UM bearers

Upon handover, the eNB does not forward to the target node downlink PDCP SDUs for which transmission had been completed in the source cell. PDCP SDUs that have not been transmitted may be forwarded. In addition, the eNB may forward fresh data arriving over S1 to the target node. The eNB discards any remaining downlink RLC PDUs. 
Upon handover, the eNB may forward all uplink PDCP SDUs successfully received to the Serving Gateway and discards any remaining uplink RLC PDUs. 
Correspondingly, the eNB does not forward the downlink and uplink RLC context.

10.2.x
Inter-RAT PDCP handle
During inter-RAT handover PDCP shall be reset and PDCP SNs shall not be forwarded.
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