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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG3 would like to thank SA WG2 for sending the LS on Connection Recovery by NAS. RAN WG3 have analysed the issues raised in the document and would like to provide the following feedback.

Mitigation of NAS Signalling Spike

According to RAN WG3 understanding, SA2 would like to know whether there is sufficient information provided over X2/S1 interface to identify how long ‘ECM-CONNECTED’ state UEs are in inactive mode and hence allow the network to move those UEs to ‘ECM _IDLE’ before they leave the serving cell.

RAN3 would like to inform SA2 that at RAN3#61 meeting the split between the RAN3 and RAN2 for the UE Historical Information was agreed and according to this agreement the ‘UE_Inactive time’ IE will be defined under RAN2 responsibility  in the RRM Container which can be transparently transported as described in TS. 36.311
It is RAN3 understanding that this timer is a cumulative timer which indicates the total time the UE has been inactive as it is handed over from one cell to another. However, RAN3 would like RAN2 to confirm this understanding.

Under the assumption that the ‘UE-inactive time’ indicates the cumulative time that UE has been in inactive mode, RAN3 believes that this information can be used by operator in order to reduce the number of ECM-Active UEs in areas where it might be needed. However, RAN3 would like to highlight that using such a parameter will not guarantee that all inactive UEs would go to ECM_IDLE state before the Radio Link Failure occurs. 




2. Actions:

TO SA WG2

RAN3 Kindly asks SA WG2 to take into account the existence of the ‘UE-Inactive time’ IE and possible use of this information to bring more UEs to ECM_IDLE before Radio Link Failure occurs and hence reduce the NAS signalling spike
To  RAN WG2:
ACTION: 
RAN3 Kindly asks RAN2 to confirm RAN3’s understanding of the meaning of the ‘UE-Inactive time’ in the RRM container of TS 36.331.
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