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1. 
Introduction

In the last RAN3#60 meeting a LS was sent to SA2 and RAN2 to inform about RAN3 agreement on PDCP reset and asked whether there’s a need to provide for correction of out-of-order packets that are caused by the path switching event during data forwarding [6]. In the reply LS RAN2 confirms RAN3’s agreement to reset PDCP and not forward PDCP SNs during inter-RAT HO. Concerning the need to correct disordering introduced by path switch at inter-RAT HO, no concerns were raised regarding not correcting any disordering [7].  SA2’s reply LS concluded that a correction of any potential reordering of packets caused by an inter-RAT handover is not needed [8]. Therefore the alternatives described in the RAN3 LS for data forwarding are obsolete.
This contribution tries to fix some principles for a solution that is as far as possible aligned to the the intra LTE HO in order to keep the differences between intra LTE HO and inter 3GPP RAT HO as small as possible.
2. 
Discussion

The discussion is built on the agreements of data forwarding for the intra LTE HO. The following bullets describe the functionalities that have to be changed for Inter 3GPP-RAT HO.
· Data forwarding is applied for DL data only, i.e. unacknowledged UL data (in the case of RLC-AM bearers) is either repeated at the target side by the UE or will be lost otherwise.
· The selection of to be forwarded DL data shall not differ from intra LTE HO case, i.e. for RLC-UM PDCP SDUs that have not been transmitted may be forwarded; for RLC-AM the source eNB forwards PDCP SDUs that have not been acknowledged by the UE and fresh data arriving over S1 to the target eNB .
· The format of the forwarded packets shall be the same as for the intra LTE HO case. However, a PDCP Extension Header must never be used. This affects RLC-AM DL data packets that have already got assigned PDCP SNs but were not acknowledged by the UE. Forwarding of PDCP SN is no longer necessary because of PDCP reset.

· No delivery order parameters need be forwarded, i.e. the messages Forward SRNS Context and the correponding acknowledge are not needed. 
· Direct and indirect data forwarding shall be supported.
· If source and target side are using different GTP versions in the U-Plane then indirect forwarding shall be applied with protocol conversion being performed by the S-GW. 
· The target node cannot differntiate between forwarded and not forwarded packets on application layer, i.e. the packets neither are marked nor do they arrive at different tunnel end points at the target node. Therfore no end-marker packet shall be inserted in case of Inter RAT HO.
3. Proposal

It is proposed to discuss section 2 about data forwarding principles for Inter 3GPP-RAT HO and to agree on the corresponding CR and to inform SA2 (especially about the last 4 bullets) and RAN2 about the RAN3 agreements.
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