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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 identified that SA2 has defined MME Load Re-balancing functionality. RAN3 has discussed the intra-cell handover procedure (proposed in R3-081134) to support this MME load re-balancing functionality. RAN3 would like to check with SA2 the following issues: 
1.
The MME Load Re-balancing functionality is subject to having MME relocation without change of serving cell for a particular UE (i.e. intra-cell handover). This means that the radio resource in the UE does not need to be reconfigured. However, the UE’s S-TMSI will be changed according to the changes of MMEC. Should the intra-cell handover for load rebalancing be UE involved or UE not involved? How is the UE informed of the new S-TMSI? In case the new S-TMSI needs not to be delivered to the UE, is there any way for the UE to address the new MME?

2.
In the normal S1 handover messages i.e. Handover Required/Forward Handover Request/ Handover Request/ Handover Command, there are “source eNB to target eNB transparent container IE” or “target eNB to source eNB transparent container IE” including radio resource information. For intra-cell handover, the container is not required. RAN3 has discussed whether not include these transparent containers in the handover messages for the purpose of intra-cell handover. What is the understanding of SA2? 

3. 
According to the MME Load Re-balancing procedure defined by SA2, it seems that it is MME that triggers the Load Re-balancing procedure. Does MME know the load status of other MME(s) in the Pool before the decision?  During the discussion in RAN3, there is an opinion that the MME weight factor/relative capacity will be informed to the eNB. Can/may the eNB initiate the intra-cell handover for load balancing purpose without receiving a handover trigger from an MME?
2. Actions:

To SA2 group
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks SA2 to provide answer on the questions above.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

RAN WG3#61 
18th – 22nd August 2008

Jeju Island, Korea

RAN WG3#61bis
30th September – 3 October 2008
Prag, Czechia

RAN WG3#62
10th – 14th November 2008

Prag, Czechia
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