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1 Introduction
We believe it is a good choice that when enabling MBMS in the HSPA+ architecture it should have no impact on the core network. In [1] and [2], a possible architecture that can support the soft-combining and MBSFN is discussed. It is a centric architecture and it has no impact on core network. 
With the centric architecture, two different views on the interface exist. One is Iur interface between the centric entity (MCE&DHC) and slave evolved HSPA Node Bs; the other is Iub interface between the two entities.

In this paper, the differences between the two interfaces are discussed. And it is proposed for RAN3 to agree on the centric architecture, and that the centric entity (MCE&DHC) connects with slave evolved HSPA Node Bs via Iur interface.
2 Discussion
The difference between the Iur and Iub interfaces are discussed from the following three aspects: 

The current interface between evolved HSPA Node Bs in evolved HSPA+

There is Iur interface between legacy RNC and evolved HSPA Node B and there is Iur interface between evolved HSPA Node B [3].

Resource coordination
In the flat architecture, there is a CRNC entity which is in charge of assignment of the resources in evolved HSPA NodeB so that the interface between evolved HSPA NodeBs or legacy RNC is called Iur. It is the right difference between Iur interface and Iub interface whether the CRNC functionality exists in evolved HSPA NodeB. 

It is not acceptable for two RRC function control entity for one cell if there is Iub interface for MBMS. For non-MBMS service, the physical resources and RB parameters are assigned by evolved HSPA Node B itself. Even for soft combining, the evolved HSPA Node B could also assign the physical resource by itself due to the mechanism of soft combining. If there is Iub interface for MBMS soft combining or MBMSFN, one cell would be controlled by CRNC entity in itself and also be controlled by master evolved HSPA Node B. If there is no co-ordination between itself and master evolved HSPA Node B, the resources assigned by master evolved HSPA Node B would often collide with others non-MBMS services. There are two ways to solve the above problem—one cell two CRNC control entities. One way is co-ordination between these two CRNC control entities and the other way is reservation resource for MBMS services. The Iur interface could supply the way of co-ordination. And if it adopts the reserved resources for MBMS to avoid collision, it need calculate the amounts of reserved resources carefully and this method lead unnecessary complexity. The second drawback of method of reserved resource for MBMS is less of flexibility and wasting resources. 
Moreover, similar arguments for whether Iur or Iub has appeared in the problems of CS service in flat architecture [4]. And the conclusion is legacy RNC and evolved HSPA Node B shall be connected via Iur interface.
Interworking

The Iur interface is fully open and standardized in 3GPP. But Iub interface is half open and not fully standardized. So it is easier inter-working with equipments in different network vendors if there is Iur interface between the centric entity (MCE&DHC) and slave evolved HSPA Node Bs than Iub interface. 
3 Conclusion and Proposal
In this document, it is discussed the importance and necessity of Iur interface between the MCE/DHC and evolved HSPA Node B.
So it is proposed:

1. There should be no impact on core network for MBMS architecture in HSPA+.
2. The centric entity (MCE&DHC) connects with slave evolved HSPA Node Bs via Iur interface.
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