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8.2
Basic Mobility Procedures

8.2.1
Handover Preparation

8.2.1.1
General

This procedure is used to establish necessary resources in a eNodeB for an incoming handover.
8.2.1.2
Successful Operation
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Figure 8.2.1.2-1: Handover preparation: successful operation
The source eNodeB initiates the procedure by sending the HANDOVER REQUEST message to the target eNodeB. When the source eNodeB sends the HANDOVER REQUEST message, it shall start the timer TRELOCprep 

If at least one of the requested SAE bearers is admitted to the cell, the target eNodeB shall reserve necessary resources, and send the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message back to the source eNodeB. The target eNodeB shall include the SAE Bearers for which resources have been prepared at the target cell in the SAE Bearers Admitted List IE. The target eNodeB shall include the SAE bearers that have not been admitted in the SAE Bearers Not Admitted List IE with an appropriate cause value.
For each bearer for which the source eNodeB proposes to do forwarding of downlink data, the source eNodeB shall include the DL forwarding IE within the SAE Bearer Info IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST message. For each bearer that it has decided to admit, the target eNB may include the DL GTP Tunnel endpoint IE within the SAE Bearer Info IE of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message indicating that that it accepts the proposed forwarding of downlink data for this bearer.

For each bearer in the SAE Bearers Admitted List IE, the target eNodeB may include the UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint IE if it requests data forwarding of uplink packets to be performed for that bearer.
Upon reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message the source eNodeB shall stop the timer TRELOCprep,  start the timer TX2RELOCOverall and  terminate the Handover Preparation procedure. The source eNodeB is then defined to have a Prepared Handover for that X2 UE-associated signalling.

Editors note: The following topics related to data forwarding have been identified (non exhaustive list):

· The relation between the GTP tunnel end point allocated by the HANDOVER REQUEST ACKNOWLEDGE message, and corresponding GTP tunnel endpoints allocated in the S1 Path Switching message is FFS.

If the Trace activation IE is included in the HANDOVER REQUEST message then eNB should initiate the requested trace function as described in 32.422. 

The HANDOVER REQUEST message may contain the Serving PLMN IE, and shall contain this Information Element if source eNB serves more than one PLMN identity. If the Serving PLMN IE is contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target eNB shall store this information.

The eNB should use the information in Handover Restriction List IE to determine a target cell for subsequent handover attempts. 

The HANDOVER REQUEST message shall contain the Handover Restriction List IE, if available.

If the Handover Restriction List IE is
-
contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target eNB shall store this information. 
-
not contained in the HANDOVER REQUEST message, the target eNB shall consider that no access restriction applies to the UE.

8.2.1.2.1
UE History Information 

Configuration may be used to instruct an eNB about collection of UE historical information.

When configured to collect UE historical information, the eNB shall:

· Collect information about the UE for as long as the UE stays in one of its cells, and store the collected information to be used for future handover preparations. 
· At handover preparation, add the stored information to the Last Visited Cell IE and include the UE History Information IE in the HANDOVER REQUEST message.

· At reception of the HANDOVER REQUEST message in where the UE History Information IE is included, collect the same type of information as was included in the UE History Information IE and act according to the bullets above.

8.2.1.3
Unsuccessful Operation
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Figure 8.2.1.3-1: Handover preparation: unsuccessful operation
If the target eNodeB is not able to accept any of the SAE bearers or a failure occurs during the Handover Preparation, the target eNodeB shall send the HANDOVER PREPARATION FAILURE message to the source eNodeB. The message shall contain the Cause IE with an appropriate value.

Interactions with Handover Cancel procedure:

If there is no response from the target eNodeB to the HANDOVER REQUEST message before timer TRELOCprep expires in the source eNodeB, the source eNodeB should cancel the Handover Preparation procedure towards the target eNodeB by initiating the Handover Cancel procedure with the appropriate value for the Cause IE, e.g.  "TRELOCprep expiry".
8.2.1.4
Abnormal Conditions
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