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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 would like to thank 3GPP TSG RAN WG3 for the LS on NAS handling during intra-LTE Handover.  RAN2 has reviewed the LS and can provide the following response.
RAN2 view is that the eNB should not send a failure indication over S1 if the message was attempted for delivery to the UE even if the eNB is not sure about the receipt of the message by the UE.

Based on the above, in response to the question:

whether it is foreseen that the eNB attempts to successfully deliver NAS PDUs, once the delivery has started, even if a (time) critical HO is pending ?

RAN2 considers this then to be an implementation issue in the eNB.
This behaviour will eliminate the possibility of duplication of NAS messages and hence avoids the need for any mechanism to handle duplicates.  RAN2 understand that there is a very small risk that a NAS message might not be delivered during a HO but is of the opinion that this should provide acceptable performance.
But RAN2 also observed that the NAS messages will probably carry a sequence number for NAS integrity protection and it may be possible for NAS to easily implement duplicate handling should it happen without much additional effort.  
2. Actions:

To RAN3, CT1:
To take note of RAN2’s response and inform RAN2 of any comments.  
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