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1. Introduction

This contribution propose description text for the General Protocol Model of EUTRAN in chapter 11.1.1 – 11.1.3 of 36.401.
2. discussion

The proposed text refers to the text in 25.401 chapter 11.1. However, as quite a difference is existing in LTE with the UMTS, the text have been modified to fit the LTE. For example, there is no more Transport Network Layer Signalling protocol (i.e. ALCAP) in LTE so basically those descriptions are not needed. 

We will like to also discuss the wording to express the GTP-U used in S1 and X2 interface. Taking the understanding that the GTP-U is located in the Transport Network Layer, the 25.401 which has the “Data Stream(s)” in the Radio Network Layer will not apply to LTE. We currently think to use the wording “frame plane protocol in Transport Network Layer” to express the GTP-U. The “frame protocol” has a general meaning of an user plane protocol where to encapsulate the data, so it should not be confused with UMTS Iur/Iub FP. 
Further, the chapter “11.1.4 Transport network User Plane” is not needed since the text can be covered in “11.1.3 User Plane” therefore it is proposed to delete the chapter 11.1.4. 
3. The proposed text 

11.1
General Protocol Model for EUTRAN Interfaces

New description is needed. Proposed text as shown below.

The general protocol model for EUTRAN Interfaces is depicted in figure X , and described in detail in the following subclauses. The structure is based on the principle that the layers and planes are logically independent of each other. Therefore, as and when required, the standardisation body can easily alter protocol stacks and planes to fit future requirements.
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Figure 11.1-1: General Protocol Model for EUTRAN Interfaces

11.1.1
Radio Network Layer and Transport Network Layer

The Protocol Structure consists of two main layers, Radio Network Layer, and Transport Network Layer. All EUTRAN related issues are visible only in the Radio Network Layer, and the Transport Network Layer represents standard transport technology that is selected to be used for EUTRAN.
11.1.2
Control Plane

The Control Plane includes the Application Protocol, i.e. S1AP and X2AP and the Signalling Bearer for transporting the Application Protocol messages.

The Application Protocol is used e.g. for setting up bearers for (i.e. EPS Bearer) in the Radio Network Layer. The bearer parameters in the Application Protocol are not directly tied to the User Plane technology, but are rather general bearer parameters.
11.1.3
User Plane

The User Plane includes the Data Bearer(s) for the data stream(s). The data stream(s) is characterised by a frame protocol in the Transport Network Layer.

4. Conclusion and proposal
This contribution has shown the discussion and the proposed text for the chapter 11.1 of 36.401.

The rapporteur will incorporate the text to the draft 36.401 if agreeable.
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