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1.0 Introduction
3GPP must remain mindful of the desire to complete the RAN and SAE specifications in the September 2007 timeframe.  This view was reaffirmed in the latter half of 2006 and was further strengthened by ensuring a close linkage between the RAN and SA schedules for LTE/SAE.
We are concerned that the emerging trend of reopening and revisit previously closed debates is not only time consuming and potentially counter productive but may indeed jeopardize the finalization of LTE/SAE specifications by 3GPP.
2.0 Proposal
In revisiting architectural and functional split choices, with regard to ciphering and header compression, we must ensure that the September 2007 dates are upheld. The joint meeting must reaffirm and support the September 2007 dates.

Cingular believes that the best course of action to uphold the September 2007 dates is for the joint meeting to reach a conclusion and end this debate.

While our preference is to reaffirm the previous conclusions and thus facilitate completing the remainder of the work according to the schedule, we are willing to entertain further debates in this joint meeting.   To move forward in the LTE and SAE work, Cingular suggests that if this joint meeting is not able to reach consensus on any of the other suggested alternatives that the prior agreements are reaffirmed by default.
 If however, the joint meeting is unfortunately unable to reaffirm the previous decisions or reach a new conclusion and consensus, and there is significant support for a continued re-look, then the prudent course of action would be to agree in the joint meeting to fully conclude and take a final decision on the topic by the end of the “bis” meetings scheduled for Malta the week of 26 March 2007.  If needed a further joint meeting of one half or one day duration could be scheduled during the “bis’ meetings.
