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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank SA2 for the Reply-LS regarding the definition of pool area. As a consequence of SA2’s answer it was proposed [1] to update RAN3 internal documentation [2] accordingly. However, when treating the contribution [1] it was detected that RAN3 has difficulties to accept the amendment of pool area definition proposed by SA2, namely to accept:
“Also the UPE resources can be pooled independently of the MME if an open interface exists between the MME and the UPE.”
Main concerns raised in RAN3 were regarding the term “independently” and the condition “if an open interface exists”. Therefore and given the overall status of SA2’s discussions expressed in the LS, RAN3 would like to seek clarification on the background for SA2’s proposal.

Moreover, the statement by SA2 repeated above led to assumption in RAN3, that in future one may envisage “Pool Areas of UPEs”. Therefore, distinction between the term “MME Pool Area” and “UPE Pool Area” was deemed necessary by some companies in RAN3. Consequently, the definition in RAN3’s documentation now reads:

A MME pool area is defined in LTE/SAE as an area within which a UE may roam without need to change the serving MME node. A MME pool area is served by one or more MMEs (“pool of MMEs”) in parallel.

All the cells controlled by a eNodeB belong to the same one (or more) MME pool area(s).

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 asks SA2 to provide further clarification on pooling of UPEs and the relation of” MME Pool Areas” and “UPE Pool Areas”.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #55 
12th – 16th February 2007
tbd., US
TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #55bis
27th – 30th March 2007
tbd. EU
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[2]
TR R3.018, http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/tsg_ran/WG3_Iu/TSGR3_54/docs/R3-061625.zip 
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