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1. General

During RAN3#53 in Tallin, initial discussions on the work item for an “Interface to Control Tower Mounted Amplifiers” took place. One of the objectives of this WI is to decide “whether the interface could be just referenced in 3GPP specification or incorporated in the 3GPP specification”.

The discussion in Tallinn was based on the AISG2.0 specification which was issued at 13th June of 2006. The outcome of RAN3#53 discussion was as follows:

(1) 
AISG2.0 have a stable description for TMA which refers to the 3GPP RET related standards TS25.460-TS25.463 release 6. Therefore compatibility to 3GPP is given related to RET.
(2) 
The AISG2.0 was reviewed and accepted to be a good base for further work in 3GPP.  

(3)  Should any faults or extension to AISG 2.0 be found during 3GPP TMA Work and this doesn’t effect backwards compatibility to AISG 2.0 it should be possible to introduce it.

(4) 
During discussion two possible way forward for 3GPP were found: 



a) to make references from 3GPP to AISG 2.0


b) to extend the 3GPP specifications with the TMA functionality
(5) 
The majority of RAN3 prefers to extend the 3GPP TS25.460-25.463 by including TMA part into 3GPP taking AISG2.0 as a baseline. 
(6) 
Minority of RAN3 wants to have 3GPP references to AISG2.0
(7) 
It was agreed to stay in line with AISG 2.0 in order to keep AISG compatibility 

Three arguments arose against referencing from 3GPP to AISG2.0: 

· avoidance of cross-references (Note: AISG 2.0 itself references to 3GPP) 

· shared responsibility for specification support and changes 

· and introduce the clear basis for N-Interface extensions

2. Proposed objectives for a way forward
For a common way forward by extending the 3GPP TS25.460-25.463 following objectives are proposed:

(1) 
Hardware compatibility between RET and TMA shall be mandatory. That means the specified layer 1 TS25.461 for RET shall also be used for TMA. Of course specific TMA changes shall be allowed.
(2) 
Hardware compatibility to AISG2.0 shall also be mandatory. This includes the possibility for adoptions or corrections of AISG2.0 according to 3GPP rules.

(3) 
Layer 2 extensions for TMA in AISG2.0 shall be taken over in TS25.462.

(4) 
Layer 7 of AISG2.0 shall also be taken over in 3GPP. It is proposed to create a new TS number like TS25.464 for TMA to keep the TMA functionality in separate document and to have a clear arrangement of RET and TMA. Technical or functionality changes shall be avoided.

3. Proposal for further procedures 
Even though the main work to specify the technical and functionality requirements is already done by AISG, RAN3 has to review and implement the TMA interface from AISG2.0 to 3GPP according to 3GPP TS rules. This work has to be done by keeping in mind the defined objectives mentioned above. Following steps are proposed for proceeding:

(1) Formation of a working group which is open for all interested parties, to meet in extraordinary working sessions between official RAN meetings. Results will be presented for decision in a regularly RAN3 meeting. 

(2) Decision for an adequate time schedule to have enough time to review and implement AISG2.0 issues. This should be at least the next two RAN meetings to be ready for decision at RAN3#56 in 2007

