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1. Overall Description:

CN1 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS in N1-042014/R3-041648. 

CN1 was asked to answer several questions made by RAN3, namely:

MBMS PTP RAB ID

RAN3 plan to code this IE in RANAP protocol as follows:

This element uniquely identifies a MBMS PTP radio bearer for a particular UE. The value is used in the RNC to relate MBMS PTP Radio Bearers to a MBMS RAB. The content of this information element is transferred unchanged from the SGSN via the RNC to the UE by RANAP messages and RRC messages. 

The element contains binary representation of the Network Service Access Point Identifier (NSAPI). This identifier is coded in the PTP RAB ID element as BIT STRING (8) in accordance with the coding of the NSAPI IE in TS 24.008.

► RAN3 would be glad to receive confirmation from RAN2 and CN1 about consistent coding and handling of this IE in TS 24.008 and TS 25.331.

CN1 would like to inform RAN3 that the RAB id has the same format as the NSAPI and it is 1 octet as already identified by RAN3. Furthermore, CN1 would like to point out that the coding of the RAB id and NSAPI (as currently defined by TS 25.331 and TS 24.008 respectively) is consistent.
IP Multicast Address and APN

These IEs should remain transparent in RAN. Thus they should be coded in RANAP as transparent container i.e. OCTET STRING.

► RAN3 would to ask CN1 and CN4 whether these IEs have fixed length and where their coding is described
CN1 would like to indicate that the IP Multicast address and the APN parameters are transparent to the RAN via the core network protocols specified by CN1. In addition, the IP Multicast address is coded as a Packet Data Protocol address IE, which is defined in TS 24.008, sub-clause 10.5.6.4. This IE has a variable length from 3 to 19 octets. The length of the IP Multicast address varies depending on whether IPv4 (with a length of 4 octets) or IPv6 (with a length of 16 octets) is used. Additionally, the APN is encoded as an Access Point Name (APN) IE (defined in the sub-clause 10.5.6.1 of TS 24.008) with a minimum length of 3 octets and a maximum length of 102 octets.

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CN1 kindly requests RAN3 to take note of the information provided above.
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