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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has recently decided to add the Number of Idle mode Ues parameter in the Session Start message in the Iu interface. SA2 has assumed that this would help the counting procedure in the RAN.

The equivalent CR to RANAP specification has been presented in tdoc R3-050214 at the RAN3#46 meeting. The RAN3 has discussed the CR and couldn’t conclude on the benefits of having the Number of Idle mode Ues IE in the RNC in Session Start. Therefore RAN3 asks opinion from the RAN2, which is responsible of the MBMS RAN Architecture and in charge of this counting function in the RAN, to check whether that parameter would be useful for the RNC, and for what purpose it could be suitable. 

The arguments brought by the two supporting companies, and on which RAN3 could not get consensus, were that it could be used potentially for the following cases:

· to optimise the PF calculation for Idle mode UEs

· to calculate the RNC load during the initial counting phase caused by the RRC signalling connection attempts. The Load can be calculated by the following formula: Load (RRC signalling connection attempts) in initial phase=PF*Number of Idle mode UEs

· also to enable more accurate statistics collection in RNC

· to speed up the counting process in case of low number of idle mode UEs (e.g. by setting an appropriate PF)

Furthermore, given that an RA is very likely to be more than one cell in size, and remembering that the PF is determined on a per cell basis, it was not foreseen within RAN3 that sending this IE could be useful in aiding the setting of the PF on a per cell basis.

SA2 is included in cc to keep SA2 informed about the RAN2 opinion

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

RAN2 is asked to discuss whether RAN2 sees benefit of having the Number of Idle mode Ues in the RNC in the session start phase for the counting function, and inform RAN3 whether that parameter is needed to be added in the Iu interface as optional parameter

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN 3 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #47 

09 – 13 May 2005, Athens, Greece

TSG RAN WG3 Meeting #48 

29 August – 02 September 2005, London, UK











































