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1. Introduction

According to discussions at RAN3 #40, this discussion paper sums up the Open Issues that need to be addressed in both solutions 1 and 2 as well as some Decision Criteria that can be used as guidelines for comparing the solutions. This should be used as a basis to help the decision process in RAN3 on which solution to adopt.

2. Open Issues & Decision Criteria

This section contains a number of topics with the related Open Issues and/or Decision Criteria.

Out of scope solution:

Decision Criterion: Is the solution out of scope or not?

Solution 2 has been "found acceptable by SA5 if consistency between Management Systems is ensured by operator".

Multi-vendor interworking/feasibility of full Rel-6 solution:

Open Issue for solution 2: EM-NM interface is not yet standardised.

Decision Criterion: Advantages/Drawbacks in terms of interoperability. Feasibility of a full Rel-6 solution of the solution, needed improvements in further releases to complete the solution…

Iu Flex:

Open Issues:

· How is Iu Flex handled in both solutions?

· It was also asked in solution 1 how would the RNC ensure that in case one of the CN Nodes (in case of Iu Flex) is temporarily unavailable it will receive the Activation/Deactivation.

Decision Criterion: Possible advantages/drawbacks of both solutions considering Iu Flex.

Network Sharing:

Open Issues:
· Is there a problem foreseen with Rel-5 Shared Networks in Connected Mode?

· How is Rel-6 Network Sharing handled in both solutions?

Decision Criterion: Possible advantages/drawbacks of both solutions considering Network Sharing (either Rel-5 or Rel-6).

Source of Mistakes:

Decision Criterion: Is there a possible source of mistake in the solution?

Complexity:

Decision Criterion: What is the overall complexity of the solution?

Among the topics that can be considered are complexity in terms of specification effort, configuration effort for the operator, development effort,…

3. Conclusion

It is proposed to close the above open issues so as to be able to compare complete solutions and use the decision criteria listed above to make a decision on which solution to adopt.






















