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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN1 for the “LS on Physical Layer aspects of MBMS” and provide answer to the following action asked by RAN1.

RAN1 asks RAN3 group to consider the signalling and timing requirements of the modified simulcast proposal and report its findings to RAN1 and RAN2.

RAN-WG3 had discussed the signalling and timing requirement from Iur/Iub perspective and concluded that only for the intra-RNC (i.e. sectors of the same Node B and Node Bs controlled by the same RNC) case, the existing Iub procedure(RNC-Node B synchronization procedure as defined in user plane protocol 25.435, Cell Setup procedure and Common Transport Channel Setup procedure as defined in 25.433) can be used to achive timing delay requirement and support for simulcast/ selective combining. For the Inter-RNC case, there is currently no procedure in Iur interface to support e.g. the synchronisation of PDCP/RLC/MAC between RNCs and also there is  no guarantee that the delay requirement can be achived.
In order to do simulcast, RAN3 had also slightly discussed the scheduling and MAC impact and would like to ask RAN2 to consider this. 
2. Actions:

To RAN1 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 would like to ask RAN1 to take note of the above answer.
To RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 would like to ask RAN2 to consider the scheduling and MAC impact.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN3 Meeting #41
16th – 20st February 2004
Malaga, Spain
TSG-RAN3 Meeting #42
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TBD, USA
