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1. Introduction
It is stated in sub-clause 5.1.6 of TS 25.346 that “It is FFS whether RNC may not execute the MBMS Iu data bearer setup if there is no UE with activated MBMS service”. The intention of this contribution is to clarify the expected behaviour of the RNC, in case it receives Session Start Request from the CN.
2. Iu Bearer Setup
It is already agreed that Session Start request from the CN will trigger the RNC set up the Iu bearer for MBMS. However, there are two scenario when the RNC may not set up the Iu bearer as follows:
· In case of Iu flex and if the RNC receives multiple session start requests. 
· In case of the RNC doesn’t have enough resources available for that MBMS Service. 
The above scenario have already been captured in the TS. 
In all other cases, the RNC is expected to set up the Iu bearer on receiving Session Start Request from the CN. This is particularly significant, since there may be idle mode UEs, which have activated MBMS service but the RNC have no knowledge of their presence. 
In view of the above, it can be concluded that the RNC should normally proceed with Iu bearer set up, if it receives Session Start Request from the CN.

3. Conclusion

It is proposed that RAN3 discuss and agree on the changes outlined below for sub-clause 5.1.6 of TS 25.346.

_____________________________________________________
5.1.6
Session Start and Session Stop

At MBMS Session Start and MBMS Session Stop the RNC receives a respective request from the CN. The MBMS Session Start Request shall contain the Service Id and MBMS Session Attributes (MBMS Multicast Area Information, QoS parameters, …).  The MBMS Session Start Request triggers the RNC to notify a given MBMS service group of subscribers/UEs of the MBMS Session Start. The MBMS Session Stop Request may trigger the RNC to notify a given MBMS service group of subscribers/UEs of the MBMS Session Stop.

The MBMS Session Start and Session Stop procedures provide the setup and release of the MBMS RAB in the following way:

The MBMS Session Start Request shall contain all information necessary to setup an MBMS RAB. When the RNC receives an MBMS Session Start Request, it normally executes MBMS Iu data bearer set up and shall inform the sending CN node, of the outcome in MBMS Session Start  response message 

The RNC may not execute the MBMS Iu data bearer setup for a given Iu interface in case of Iu flex. The RNC may reject the procedure if it doesn’t have enough resources available for that MBMS Service. In those cases the CN node shall be informed accordingly. 


In case of Iu flex, the RNC might receive more than one MBMS Session Start Request for an MBMS Service and shall not set up more than one MBMS Iu bearer for a certain MBMS Service towards a pool area.

When the RNC receives an MBMS Session Stop Request it shall release the associated MBMS RAB resources. 

Note: It is FFS whether RNC does not release the MBMS RAB resources when it receives an MBMS Session Stop Request for the purpose of RRM.
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