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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG3 has agreed to re-define the usage of the Spare Extension of the data frame of the Iub/Iur Frame Protocols. RAN WG3 saw this re-definition necessary in order to ensure the feasibility of the Spare Extension as the mechanism to allow the addition of new IEs in earlier releases in a backward compatible manner. Due to the nature of Spare Extension it was required to apply the new definitions in all releases, starting from R99.

RAN WG3 also agreed that the way how the Spare Extension is to be used should be defined in the Technical Report TR25.921 that is under the responsibility of RAN WG2. For this reason RAN WG3 would like to propose that RAN WG2 would add a new chapter in TR25.921, documenting the new way of using the Spare Extension. The proposal for the contents of this new chapter can be found in the attached CRs in R3-031768, R3-031769 and R3-031770.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group:

Action: 
RAN WG3 would kindly ask RAN WG2 to consider the attached CRs and to update the R99/Rel-4/Rel-5 versions of the TR25.921 accordingly. 

4. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG RAN WG3 #40
12.-16. January, 2004, location tbd., co-located with RAN WG2
TSG RAN WG3 #41
16.-20. February, 2004, Malaga, Spain, co-located with RAN WG2

