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1
Introduction

Release 5 has already been functionally frozen since March’02.

It has been decided at RAN-Pl19 and confirmed at RAN-Pl 20 that release 5 will be deep frozen at next meeting.

It is considered not acceptable after this deep-freezing to make modifications or non-backwards compatible corrections affecting a protocol.

Therefore, the inclusion of protocol under earlier draft specification, which are not tested and subject to further modification or corrections is considered as unsafe.

This principle has already been followed as common sense by our group.

This applies today to the two protocols which are currently under discussion for the ATM-IP inter-working which is part of the IP UTRAN work-item:

· the Q.IPC.CS1 which is under definition and has not passed last call,

· the PWE3 specified in the WG draft  Draft-ietf-pwe3-atm-encap-02

It must be pointed out that the Q.IPC.CS1 testing, correction and finalization also depends on the same stability for the other protocol: Q.AAL2IPiw.CS1 even if this latter will not appear in our UTRAN specifications. It is only when both of these protocols will be stable, fully tested, corrected, operated that Q.IPC.CS1 itself could enter our specification.

It is therefore proposed to have this(these) two protocols put in release 6 version of our UTRAN specification.

2
Implementation of ATM inter-working function of IP UTRAN

It is recalled here that the release of standards a given feature is introduced in only depends on the schedule of the associated work-task and has no relationship with the level of compliance of a UTRAN node.

As a recent example, the Early UE Handling feature has been introduced in the release 5 of standards but can be implemented tomorrow on top of a release 99 node.

To that respect the specification of the ATM inter-working function in release 6 doesn’t delay whatsoever the availability in the vendor implementation of this feature in the availability in the networks.

This means independence between standards’release and product(implementation)’release. 

Therefore, one practical rule applied so far is that the function has to be stable enough when the release in question is being frozen.

In the particular case of the ATM inter-working function, it has to be further recalled that it is only the border case when the IP node doesn’t directly interface the ATM network that is currently under definition but the rest corresponding to the majority of cases is already covered.

2
Conclusion & Proposal

The specification of any protocol in release 5 of standards compared to release 6 will not make it appear earlier available in network implementations. But the principle for one protocol to be included in a release of standards is its stability at the time the release is frozen.

It is proposed to apply this principle to the two solutions currently foreseen to solve the last case of ATM-IP inter-working (i.e. when the IP node cannot interface the ATM network):

· Draft Q2631.1 IP Connection Control Signalling Protocol – Capability Set 1   (Draft New ITU-T Recommendation Q.IPC.CS1) 

· Draft-ietf-pwe3-atm-encap-02

and to specify these or any of these protocols in release 6 and not in release 5 of standards.

The CR attached consequently removes the currently FFS part for the third option of ATM-IP inter-working in the release 5 and its inclusion in release 6 is discussed (together with PWE3) in the paper R3-031365. 
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