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1. Introduction

In the Establish Request (ERQ) message for establishing AAL2 connections (and from Rel-4 and onwards also in the Modification Request message for modifying AAL2 connections), there is a parameter ALC (AAL2 Link Characteristics) included. This parameter is used for describing the characteristics of an AAL2 link and is used for Connection Admission Control (CAC) by the receiver. The parameter is optional according to Q.2630.1/Q.2630.2. The need to include it when establishing AAL2 connections over Iu is discussed below.

2. Discussion

According to TS 25.414 v.3.12.0, ALC shall be included in the ERQ message if there is an AAL2 switching function in the transport network of the Iu interface. If there is no AAL2 switching function involved, nothing is stated about the inclusion of ALC. For a number of reasons it should, however, be included also in this case. The reasons are:

· Since the sending RNC normally does not know if there is AAL2 switching in the transport network of the Iu interface, it will anyway have to include the ALC in all cases.

· The receiving endpoint (MSC/MGW) should always have the possibility to perform CAC based on ALC. There is no reason to restrict this to only the case when there is AAL2 switching in the transport network.

· In 29.414 (which is based on 25.414 and concerns the Nb interface), the text has already been changed to make the ALC parameter always mandatory in the ERQ message.

3. Proposal

 It is proposed that the following sentence in 25.414 v.3.13.0 section 5.2.2.1:

“If there is an AAL2 switching function in the transport network layer of the interface, the AAL2 Link Characteristics parameter (ALC) shall be included in the Establish Request message of AAL2 signalling protocol.”

is changed to:

“The AAL2 Link Characteristics parameter (ALC) shall be included in the Establish Request message of AAL2 signalling protocol.”

This change should be valid as from R99, but it can be discussed if the R99 version of the TS shall be updated.
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