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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 thanks SA2 for consulting them to review and comment the proposals that SA2 has provided as attached documents to its liaison (S2-022168/S2-022169) to more optimally support the transfer of IMS Signalling Traffic.

RAN3 has performed its analysis according to the following steps:

· identification of RAN requirements: starting from the overall requirements that SA2 had drawn and sent to RAN2 in Tdoc S2-020867 (available in R3-022279), RAN3 has derived the corresponding requirements for RAN. They can be seen in R3-022452,

· comparison of the solutions as to their fulfilment of these requirements.

The outcome of this analysis showed that both SA2 requirements and RAN3 requirements calls for a new QoS to enhance the interactive traffic class in order to meet the demands of SIP signalling in terms of priority and limited delay. A flag or a new additional attribute indicating an expected transfer delay or expected delivery time were recognized as able to fulfil the identified requirements.

Among these two possible solutions, it was felt more optimal to indicate an attribute such as the proposed expected transfer delay rather than a flag. The rationale is that, since these two possible solutions lead to the same modification of the Iu interface (i.e. addition of a new information element in the RAB Assignment Request message), the change is optimised with a new attribute which can indicate a range of values compared to a flag which has only a binary value. 

The benefit of having a range of values available with an attribute is to give an indication delay, and by so doing to allow optimisation of management of radio resources (implementation dependant) when trying to meet the delay requirement.
Additionally, RAN3 would also like to take the opportunity to raise the issue about the first release for which this new QoS is needed since the identified requirements are basic requirements for IMS support and therefore the need for new QoS seems to be applicable as soon as the first release supporting IMS as RAN2 seems also to have indicated in their response R2-021741. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 

To consider the indication from RAN3 as to their preferred solution.

3. Date of Next RAN3 Meetings:

RAN3#34
17th – 21th February 2003 Sophia, France 

RAN3#35
07th – 11th April 2003 Seoul, Korea 

