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1.
Overall Description:

During their meeting #27, TSG RAN WG3 was via a document from Motorola (enclosed), made aware of a problem in connection with the size of the RANAP message INITIAL UE MESSAGE. The only way allowed to send this message from the RNC to a CN-node is as user date in an SCCP CONNECTION REQUEST message. The maximum allowed size of the user data within an SCCP CONNECTION REQUEST message is 130 octets and, as can be seen from the enclosed document, the size of an INITIAL UE MESSAGE can theoretically be up to 149 octets. In order to take care of this problem, the enclosed document suggests that as an alternative to including the message INITIAL UE MESSAGE in an SCCP CONNECTION REQUEST message, it shall be allowed to also use an SCCP DT message. This would mean that the SCCP CONNECTION REQUEST message would be sent with no user data included, and directly after that the INITIAL UE MESSAGE would be sent as user data in an SCCP DT message.

Since this proposed solution is a not backwards compatible solution and thus not desirable, an alternative solution to this problem was identified during the meeting and RAN3 would now like to have the view from CN1 on the possibility to introduce this alternative solution.

The critical size of the INITIAL UE MESSAGE occurs, as can be seen from the enclosed document, when the ATTACH REQUEST message is included in the INITIAL UE MESSAGE. The ATTACH REQUEST message includes a parameter called “MS Radio Access capability” which can be between 6 and 52 octets. This parameter is today a mandatory parameter, but its contents is not used in connection with UMTS. The solution identified by RAN3 would thus be to make a change in TS 24.008 in order to allow this parameter only in connection with GSM. 

If it is seen as too late to make this kind of change for release 99, an alternative solution for release 99 could be to indicate in TS 24.008 that in connection with UMTS, the maximum allowed size for the “MS Radio Access capability” parameter is e.g. 20 octets. Since the included information is not used by the receiver, there should be no reason for any sender to include more data than this.
2.
Actions:

CN1 is asked to investigate the possibility to introduce in TS 24.008, from release 99 and onwards,  the above described solution to the described problem and, if seen feasible, to also introduce the necessary changes in TS 24.008.
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