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1. Overall Description:

CN4 has discovered a problem with the RAB Assignment modification procedure when the transport bearer protocol on the Iu Access Bearer does not allow modification of the transport link characteristics without releasing the existing connection. RANAP allows the MSC to provide a new transport association and transport address in the RAB Assignment modification which it may use. However the MSC does not know when the RNC will use these parameters, i.e. it does not know when to provide new addresses or when the existing ones can be used. 

CN4 has discussed some possible solutions to this (presented in discussion paper N4-01076, attached) which included Core Network solutions but agreed that the only viable solution would be to receive an indication in the initial RAB Assignment Response. In order to be backward compatible this should only be included if the transport bearer supports Link Characteristics Modification. If no indication is received the MSC will assume that it must provide a new transport association. This solution does not add additional signalling sequences during call establishment or RAB modification and does not rely on standardisation outside 3GPP (such as in ITU).

CN4 has produced a CR for its Stage 2 call procedures specification (TS 23.205) to handle this change (N4-01077, document attached) which has been approved but is dependent on a CR on TS 25.413.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG3 group.

ACTION: 
CN4 kindly asks RAN3 if they can provide such a solution as a CR to their Release 4 version of RANAPs In the timeframe of CN plenary #14.

3. Date of Next CN4 Meetings:

CN4#11
26th – 30th November 2001 Cancun, Mexico

CN Plenary#14
12th – 14th December 2001 Japan

