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6.4.3
Procedure Control functions

This set of functions offers the control of a number of procedures handled at the Iu UP protocol level. These functions are responsible for the procedure control part of the Iu UP frames.

Namely, these procedures are:

-
Rate Control: is the procedure which controls over the Iu UP the maximum rate that is allowed to be sent downlink among the rates that can be controlled. The set of rates is represented by RFCI indicators. The function controlling this procedure interacts with functions outside of the Iu UP protocol layer.

-
Initialisation: is the procedure which controls the exchange of initialisation information that is required for operation in support mode for predefined SDU size. Such information can contain the RFCI Set to be used until termination of the connection or until the next initialisation procedure. This procedure is also used for negotiating the version of the Iu UP Mode among the versions the MSC-server requested for the related RAB.

-
Time Alignment: is the procedure that controls the timing of the downlink data to the RNC over Iu. The function controlling this procedure interacts with functions outside of the Iu UP protocol layer.

-
Handling of Error Event: is the procedure that controls the information exchanged over the Iu related to detection of a fault situation. The function controlling this procedure interacts with functions outside of the Iu UP protocol layer.

6.5.2
Initialisation procedure

6.5.2.1
Successful operation

This procedure is mandatory for RABs using the support mode for predefined SDU size. The purpose of the initialisation procedure is to configure both termination points of the Iu UP with the RFCIs and associated RAB Sub Flows SDU sizes necessary during the transfer of user data phase. Additional parameters may also be passed, such as the Inter PDU Timing Interval (IPTI) information.

The initialisation procedure may be controlled at both end of the Iu access point, i.e. the CN and UTRAN.

The initialisation procedure is invoked whenever indicated by the Iu UP Procedure Control function e.g. as a result of a relocation of SRNS or at RAB establishment over Iu or if the CN decides to resolve RFCI mismatch in case of TrFO (see [13]). The initialisation procedure shall not be re-invoked by the SRNC for the RAB without a RAB modification requested via RANAP [3].

When this procedure is invoked all other Iu UP procedures are suspended until termination of the initialisation procedure.

The Iu UP protocol entity invoking this procedure shall indicate the Iu UP Mode version it uses for the initialisation as well as the Iu UP Mode versions it supports for the related RAB among the versions the CN requested for the related RAB. The sender should use the lowest version for the initialisation that has enough information to initialise the highest proposed protocol version.

The invoking entity allocates a RAB sub-Flow Combination indicator (RFCI) to each RAB sub-Flow Combination it initialises. The association of indicators to RAB Flow Combinations is valid in the Iu UP until a new initialisation procedure is performed or the connection is terminated.

The procedure control function may also generate additional Iu UP protocol parameters necessary for the RAB service to operate properly over Iu.

To each RAB sub-Flow combination indicator is associated the size of each RAB sub-Flow SDU of that combination. The list of RAB sub-Flow Combination Indicators and their respective SDU sizes constitutes the RAB sub-Flow Combination set passed over the Iu UP in the initialisation frame i.e. into an appropriate Iu UP PDU Type.

The first RAB sub-Flow Combination proposed in the list of RAB sub-Flow Combination indicates the initial RAB sub-Flow Combination i.e. the first RAB sub-Flow Combination to be used when starting the communication phase i.e. the transfer of user data procedure.

The complete set of information is framed by the Iu UP Frame Handler function and transferred in an Iu UP initialisation frame. If needed, the initialisation frame CRC is calculated and set accordingly in the respective frame field.

A supervision timer T INIT is started after sending the Iu UP initialisation frame. This timer supervises the reception of the initialisation acknowledgement frame.

Upon reception of a frame indicating that an initialisation control procedure is active in the peer Iu UP entity, the Iu UP protocol layer forwards the whole protocol information contained in the initialisation frame to the upper layers. It also stores the RAB sub-Flow Combination set in order to control during the transfer of user data, that the Iu UP payload is correctly formatted (e.g. RFCI matches the expected Iu UP frame payload total length). The peer Iu UP entity receiving the initialisation message shall choose a version that it supports and for which it has enough initialisation information.

If the initialisation frame is correctly formatted and treated by the receiving Iu UP protocol layer, this latter sends an initialisation acknowledgement frame using the version of the Iu UP Mode that is chosen.

Upon reception of an initialisation acknowledgement frame, the Iu UP protocol layer in the SRNC stops the supervision timer TINIT.

If the initialisation procedure requires that several frames are to be sent, each frame shall be acknowledged individually.

If several initialisation frames are used for the initialisation procedure, the next frame shall wait for the acknowledgement of the previous frame to be received before sending. The supervision timer is used individually for each frame in a chain. The number of initialisation frames in a chain (with different frame numbers) shall not exceed 4.

The frame number is always set to zero for the first initialisation frame. When chained initialisation frames are used the frame number shall be incremented in the sending direction for each new frame in the chain. The acknowledgement or negative acknowledgement carries the frame number of the frame being acknowledged.

Upon reception of an initialisation negative acknowledgement frame, an erroneous acknowledgement or at timer T INIT expiry, the Iu UP protocol entity controlling the initialisation procedure shall reset and restart the T INIT supervision timer and repeat an initialisation frame with the same frame number. The repetition can be performed N INIT times, N INIT being chosen by the operator (default N INIT = 3).

Consequently, when in the communication phase (as indicated by internal functions in the Radio Network layer), the frame transmission starts in downlink in the initial RFCI.
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6.6.3.1
PDU Type

Description: The PDU type indicates the structure of the Iu UP frame. The field takes the value of the PDU Type it identifies: i.e. 0 for PDU Type 0. The PDU type is in bit 4 to bit 7 in the first octet of the frame. PDU type is used in all frames in support mode for predefined SDU sizes.

Value range: {0-1 and 14 in use, 2-13: reserved for future PDU types, 15=reserved for future PDU type extensions}

Field length: 4 bits

6.6.3.25
Iu UP Mode versions supported

Description: This field indicates the Iu UP Mode Versions supported and required by the RNC for the related  RAB. Up to 16 Iu UP Mode versions can be simultaneously indicated.

Value range: 

Each bit, in the two octet field, indicates a Iu UP Protocol version: (First octet, bit 7) indicates version 16, (Second octet, bit 0) indicates version 1.

Bit = 0 means “Version not supported or not allowed”

Bit = 1 means “Version supported and required”

Field length: 2 octets

8.1.4
Protocol version handling

In the future, new versions of the Iu UP protocol may be introduced. A reason for a new version of the protocol could be, e.g.:

-
The earlier introduced new features or functions are required to be mandatory in the new version;

-
Due to technical development, the new version of the protocol could be totally different (and incompatible) from the earlier version.

The following principles shall be applied to version handling of Iu UP protocol:

-
It shall be possible to introduce additional modes of operation;

-
It shall be possible to evolve the operation modes independently of each other;

-
There shall be independent version numbers for each mode of operation;

-
The mode of operation of an Iu UP protocol instance is decided by the CN. Further, the CN shall indicate those versions that are required to support certain features, e.g. TrFO. The version of the mode among the required ones shall be negotiated between the CN and UTRAN during initialisation procedure;

-
The version number of a UP operation mode may change or be unchanged between different releases;

-
When the protocol is evolved it shall be made clear in the specification, which features belong to which versions;

-
A new version may be an evolution (i.e. compatible) of the old version or the new version may be totally different from the old version.

-
The structure of the PDU Type 14 header, up to and including header CRC, shall remain unchanged whatever the Iu UP version.
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