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Response to LS (R3-003296) on RAB linking
TSG SA WG2 thanks TSG RAN WG3 on their liaison (R3-003296) on RAB linking. SA WG2 reviewed the document at their meeting #16 in Los Angeles. TSG SA WG2 considers this feature as a pure radio resource management optimisation and is ready to investigate on how to handle the provision of the different information elements to the UTRAN.

SA2 would like to generalize the RAN3 proposal.

It is desirable to specify the RAB linking function in a more generic way for multimedia needs. 

It is desirable to have the possibility to link some RABs in the two following ways:

· Define a RAB to be "critical": the other linked RABs exist only if the "critical" RAB is present. This could be used for example for SIP control RAB: the RABs of the SIP session should not remain if the RAB supporting the SIP Control for this session cannot be maintained.

· Define the possibility to "link" some RABs: some RABs may be maintained only if another RAB is maintained. This could be used for example for multimedia session where a RAB supporting the voice remains active only if the RAB supporting the associated video is active.  If the RAB supporting the video is not established, then the RAB supporting the voice should not remain.

This RAB linking should be available for RAB relocation procedure but also during RAB establishment procedure (it appears to be not interesting to establish a RAB for the video if the associated RAB for the audio has not been established with success). The following cases where the RAB linking can be used have been identified:

· At RAB establishment

· During hard handover

· In case of GERAN/UTRAN internal failure

· At Relocation (over Iu), when some RAB(s) are “failed to establish”
Additionally it is felt useful that the Core network in theRAB assignment procedure provide information on which of the RABs it is permissible to re-negotiate.

