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TSG GERAN has agreed to define an interface between BSSs, namely the Iur-g interface. This interface will be based in UTRAN’s Iur interface described in the 25.42x series. In Release 5, the Iur-g interface will only contain the control plane. It is the current working assumption that this control plane will be a subset of the RNSAP procedures, although further study is needed to identify whether additional, GERAN-only procedures/messages/information elements are needed. TSG GERAN will keep TSG SA WG2 and TSG RAN WG 3 informed of the progress in this area.

In addition, TSG GERAN would like to inform TSG SA WG2 and TSG RAN WG 3 that TSG GERAN has started studying the effects of defining an Iur-like interface between a GERAN’s BSS and a UTRAN’s RNC. Initial documents have highlighted benefits when this interface is used, in special the reduction in location management signalling with the RAN with the definition of RRAs (Radio Registration Areas) containing both UTRAN and GERAN cells. However, a full study is not complete as yet and the analysis of the implications of this interface is ongoing.

If no significant standardisation work in GERAN and UTRAN is needed, TSG GERAN expects that this interface is defined for June 2001 timescales. In any case, TSG GERAN assumes that the presence or absence of this interface will not affect the behaviour of the MS/UE.

Since this is an inter-RAN interface, TSG GERAN understands that the final decision is the responsibility of TSG SA WG2. TSG GERAN would encourage TSG SA WG2 and TSG RAN WG 3 to investigate the benefits and drawbacks of such interface in order to make a decision.

