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Prior to Meeting #14 of RAN WG3, it was discovered within the SABP protocol (TS 25.419) that the Message Identifier IE is defined such that it is transparently transferred from the CN to the UE via RNC – and only to be used by the UE. This is misleading in that the RNC is required to use this IE for onward routing. 

Whilst the current Message Identifier IE is for the UE, the bit pattern that is presented is used to identify the broadcast information message (for the UE) and is included along with other relavant information for example Serial Number etc. 

This IE ‘Message Identifier‘ - set by the CN – should also to be used by the RNC as although the RNC needs not to understand what is the meaning of the value, shall treat it as a identifier of a message for routing purposes.

Also for every SABP message, a new additional IE has been added - ‘Message Type‘ - within the tabular format presentation of the SAP messages of TS25.419.  This ‘Message Type‘ IE uniquely identifies which of the possible SABP procedures this message is from. The usage of the ‘Message Identifier‘ remains unchanged, and still identifies the SABP message to the UE.

For further clarification to the text above, please see the attached Change Request to 25.419 (written during RAN WG3 Meeting#14) for further understanding.
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RAN WG3 believe that the specification TS 23.041 - under the responsibility of TSG-T2 – requires similar changes, so that this misunderstanding is removed. 
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