
3GPP TSG-RAN-WG3 meeting #11
Document
R3-000606

Sophia Antipolis, France, 28th Feb–3rd Mar 2000

e.g. for 3GPP use the format  TP-99xxx 

or for SMG, use the format  P-99-xxx







CHANGE REQUEST
Please see embedded help file at the bottom of this
page for instructions on how to fill in this form correctly.




25.415
CR
009
Current Version:
3.1.0








GSM (AA.BB) or 3G (AA.BBB) specification number (

( CR number as allocated by MCC support team



For submission to: 
RAN#7
for approval
X

strategic

(for SMG

list expected approval meeting # here (
for information


non-strategic

use only)





Form: CR cover sheet, version 2 for 3GPP and SMG        The latest version of this form is available from: ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/Information/CR-Form-v2.doc



Proposed change affects:
(U)SIM

ME

UTRAN / Radio
X
Core Network
X

(at least one should be marked with an X)



Source:
Ericsson
Date: 
21st Feb 2000



Subject:
Description of Initial RFCI in Initialisation



Work item:




Category: 
F
Correction
X
Release: 
Phase 2



A
Corresponds to a correction in an earlier release


Release 96


(only one category 
B
Addition of feature


Release 97


shall be marked
C
Functional modification of feature


Release 98


with an X)
D
Editorial modification


Release 99
X





Release 00




Reason for 
change:

To describe the handling of the Initial RAB subflow combination to be used when starting up the communication phase. For AMR the Initial RAB subflow combination corresponds to the Initial Codec Mode (ICM).



Clauses affected:
3.2, 3.3, 6.5.2.1



Other specs
Other 3G core specifications
X
(  List of CRs:
CR 039 on 25.413

affected:
Other GSM core specifications

(  List of CRs:



MS test specifications

(  List of CRs:



BSS test specifications

(  List of CRs:



O&M specifications

(  List of CRs:




Other 
comments:



[image: image1.wmf]help.doc

  <--------- double-click here for help and instructions on how to create a CR.

3.2
Abbreviations

AMR
Adaptive Multi-Rate codec

AS
Access Stratum

CN
Core Network

DTX
Discontinuous Transmission
ICM
Initial Codec Mode
NAS
Non Access Stratum

QoS
Quality of Service

PDU
Protocol Data Unit

PCE
Procedure Control Extension

PME
Procedure Control Bitmap Extension

RAB
Radio Access Bearer

RANAP
Radio Access Network Application Part

RFC
RAB sub Flow Combination

RFCI
RFC Indicator

RNL
Radio Network Layer

SAP
Service Access Point

SDU
Service Data Unit

SMpSDU
Support Mode for predefined SDU size

SRNC
Serving RNC

SRNS
Serving RNS

SSSAR
Service Specific Segmentation And Reassembly

TFI
Transport Format Identification

TFO
Tandem Free Operation

TNL
Transport Network Layer

TrFO
Transcoder Free Operation

TrM
Transparent Mode

UP
User Plane

UUI
User to User Information

3.3
Concepts

Iu UP mode of operation:

One objective of the Iu User Plane (UP) protocol is to remain independent of the CN domain (Circuit Switched or Packet Switched) and to have limited or no dependency with the Transport Network Layer. Meeting this objective provides the flexibility to evolve services regardless of the CN domain and to migrate services across CN domains.

The Iu UP protocol is therefore defined with modes of operation that can be activated on a RAB basis rather than on a CN domain basis or (tele)service basis. The Iu UP mode of operation determines if and which set of features shall be provided to meet e.g. the RAB QoS requirements.
Initial Codec Mode (ICM):

One of the Codec Modes that is indicated as starting mode.
Iu UP protocol PDU Type:

The Iu UP protocol PDU Types are defined for a given Iu UP mode of operation. An Iu UP PDU Type represents a defined structure of an Iu UP protocol frame. For instance, a frame made of a certain Frame Header mask part and a Frame Payload part would be specified as a certain PDU type valid for a given Iu UP mode of operation.

Tandem Free Operation (TFO):

Configuration of a Speech or Multimedia call for which Transcoders are physically present in the communication path but transcoding functions are disabled or partially disabled. The Transcoders may perform control and/or protocol conversion functions.

Transcoder (TC):

Physical device present in the network responsible for the transcoding of the speech data between two speech codecs or coding schemes (The Transcoder may also include other functions, i.e. Rate Adaptation in GSM).

Transcoder Free Operation (TrFO):

Configuration of a Speech or Multimedia call for which Transcoders are not present in the communication path.

6.5.2.1
Successful operation

This procedure is mandatory for RABs using the support mode for predefined SDU size. The purpose of the initialisation procedure is to configure both termination points of the Iu UP with the RFCIs and associated RAB Sub Flows SDU sizes necessary during the transfer of user data phase. Additional parameters may also be passed.

The initialisation procedure is always controlled by the entity in charge of establishing the Radio Network Layer User Plane i.e. SRNC.

The initialisation procedure is invoked whenever indicated by the Iu UP Procedure Control function e.g. as a result of a relocation of SRNS or at RAB establishment over Iu.

When this procedure is invoked all other Iu UP procedures are suspended until termination of the initialisation procedure.

The SRNC allocates a RAB sub-Flow Combination indicator (RFCI) to each RAB sub-Flow Combination. The association of indicators to RAB Flow Combinations is valid in the Iu UP until a new initialisation procedure is performed or the connection is terminated.

The procedure control function may also generate additional Iu UP protocol parameters necessary for the RAB service to operate properly over Iu.

To each RAB sub-Flow combination indicator is associated the size of the corresponding RAB sub-Flow SDU of that combination. The list of RAB Flow Combination Indicators and their respective SDU sizes constitutes the RAB sub-Flow Combination set passed over the Iu UP in the initialisation frame i.e. into an appropriate Iu UP PDU Type.

The first RAB sub-Flow Combination proposed in the list of RAB sub-Flow Combination indicates the initial RAB sub-Flow Combination (as indicated by the RAB parameters) i.e. the first RAB sub-Flow Combination to be used when starting the communication phase i.e. the transfer of user data procedure in the reverse direction. In AMR the first RFCI corresponds to the Initial Codec Mode (ICM).
The complete set of information is framed by the Iu UP Frame Handler function and transferred in an Iu UP initialisation frame. If needed, the initialisation frame CRC is calculated and set accordingly in the respective frame field.

A supervision timer T INIT is started after sending the Iu UP initialisation frame. This timer supervises the reception of the initialisation acknowledgement frame.

Upon reception of a frame indicating that an initialisation control procedure is active in the peer Iu UP entity, the Iu UP protocol layer forwards to the upper layers the RAB sub-Flow Combination set to be used by the Control procedure function. It also stores the RAB sub-Flow Combination set in order to control during the transfer of user data, that the Iu UP payload is correctly formatted (e.g. RFCI matches the expected Iu UP frame payload total length).

If the initialisation frame is correctly formatted and treated by the receiving Iu UP protocol layer, this latter sends an initialisation acknowledgement frame.

Upon reception of an initialisation acknowledgement frame, the Iu UP protocol layer in the SRNC stops the supervision timer T INIT.

If the initialisation procedure requires that several frames are to be sent, each frame shall be acknowledged individually.

If several initialisation frames are used for the initialisation procedure, the next frame shall wait for the acknowledgement of the previous frame to be received before sending. The supervision timer is used individually for each frame in a chain.

The frame number is always set to zero for the first frame in a chain and it shall be incremented in the sending direction for each sent frame. The acknowledgement or negative acknowledgement carries the frame number of the frame being acknowledged.

Upon reception of an initialisation negative acknowledgement frame or at timer T INIT expiry, the Iu UP protocol layer in the SRNC shall reset and restart the T INIT supervision timer and repeat an initialisation frame. The repetition can be performed n times, n being chosen by the operator (default n=3).

Consequently, when in the communication phase (as indicated by internal functions in the Radio Network layer), the frame transmission starts in downlink in the initial RFCI.

In the case where an SRNC receives an Iu frame indicating that an initialisation procedure is active at the other end of the Iu UP, RFCI is applied as follows:

-
For the sending frame, i.e. UL direction, RNC uses the RAB sub-Flows Combination set indicated in Initialisation phase of the peer TFO or TrFO partner.

-
For the receiving frame, i.e. DL direction, RNC uses the RAB sub-Flows Combination set as sent in its own initialisation frame.
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