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Introduction
This document provides some comments on the MTCe – SDDTE documents submitted for RAN2#85 and makes some proposals on how to progress the discussion on assistance information.
Discussions
In order to limit the scope/duration of the Work Item, when the WID was drafted (and then agreed) at RAN#62, a few decisions were already taken and reflected in the list of objectives. Specifically, for the SDDTE objective, it was agreed that:
· The assistance information to be discussed should only be limited to “the UE and its traffic type/pattern” (see [1]), while information constituted by eNB configuration parameters (e.g. DRX settings, RRC Inactivity timers, etc.) was intentionally left out of scope of the WID. 
· The option that the assistance information comes from the UE was ruled out.
It is then suggested to stick to the wording in the WID objective and agree the following proposal.
Proposal 1: Reconfirm that the possible assistance information to be discussed in this WID is only about “the UE and its traffic type/pattern”. This implies that, among the proposals contained in the papers submitted for RAN2#85, the assistance information that could be considered in this Rel-12 WID is basically limited to:
1. information about the UE traffic profile obtained through collection of statistics in the network and/or

2. information about the UE traffic profile obtained by subscription information and/or

3. information about whether the UE is stationary or not (typically by subscription information)
Considering that the option that the assistance information comes from the UE is ruled out by the WID, it seems reasonable that information #2 and #3 could only come from the CN. Regarding #1, several papers (e.g. [2], [12] and [13]) indicate the reasons why, should this assistance information be introduced, this should preferably be generated in the CN and then passed to the RAN (Note that this reduces the RAN impact of this feature to a minimum).
Proposal 2: Agree that, if any assistance information (among #1, #2 and #3 above) will be introduced, this shall be generated in the CN and:

· conveyed to the relevant RAN node at RRC connection establishment.
· for intra-LTE handovers, transferred (as initially received from the MME) from the source eNB to the target eNB.
Almost all the papers suggesting to introduce assistance information about the UE traffic profile agree that the essential information is about the expected UE inactivity period (including all IP flows on all bearers).
Proposal 3: Regarding assistance information #1 and #2, agree that what is useful is the information about the expected UE inactivity period and decide on how this should be encoded in RAN specs. 
If an agreeable solution is found on how to encode the information about the expected UE inactivity period, the RAN node receiving the information could use it without knowing how (and for which specific UE types) the information was generated. This indicates that the rest of the discussion could happen outside RAN groups: 
Proposal 4: Leave to SA2/CT groups the decision whether the information about the expected UE inactivity period may only be derived by subscription information (i.e. typically only for MTC applications) or whether it may also be obtained through collection of statistics in the CN gateways (i.e. for any possible application). 
Proposal 5: Regarding assistance information #3, agree in RAN2 whether this is needed or not (and then inform other groups).
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