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1. Overall Description:

RLC UM has been defined as optional feature according to the latest Release 8 feature group indicators (Clause B.1 TS 36.331 v860) for UEs that do not support voice. 

From a TSG WG RAN5 RF prospective all the test cases have been assuming the usage of RLC UM for simplicity and also to be aligned with TSG WG RAN4 simulation assumptions and definition of reference channel measurements (RMC) for RX testing.

Since the feature group indication of RLC UM is set to false all the RF testing needs to be defined/executed using RLC AM to commonly define/implement test cases that are applicable to any type of UE.  RLC AM will introduce extra complexity in RF testing as RLC ACK/NACK and other RLC activities might happen in the middle of RF measurements; in addition, RLC UM is defined in current RAN4 RX RMC definitions.
2. Actions:

TSG WG RAN5 kindly asks TSG WG RAN4:

Investigate the implications, and modify the RMC/UE’s requirements as RLC UM can not be used unless the feature group indicator is modified to TRUE.
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