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1. Overall Description

Update regarding RAN2 progress on ETWS over Rel-8 E-UTRA

RAN2 has been working on the air interface needed to support delivery of ETWS over E-UTRAN, and is happy to inform that work is progressing well in order to meet the LTE Release 8 time plan. RAN2 has agreed that both ETWS Primary Notification and ETWS Secondary Notification are sent over BCCH message. In general UEs will immediately start acquiring ETWS notifications sent over the BCCH once it receives a Paging message with ETWS indication. With the agreed delivery mechanisms, RAN2 believes that the 4 second delay requirement for ETWS Primary Notification can be satisfied for most UEs, and the BCCH container for ETWS Secondary Notification can support much more than the maximum CBS message size. It is further noted that currently it is assumed to use a transparent container within the BCCH to deliver ETWS notifications.
Question regarding duplicate detection for ETWS
RAN2 assumes that for any one ETWS notification, eNB will perform repetition over the air interface to achieve sufficient coverage, and with the currently agreed UE AS behaviour for receiving ETWS notifications, RAN2 sees that it is probable for UEs to receive the same ETWS notification more than once. Furthermore, as currently RAN2 hasn’t defined any duplicate elimination mechanism for an ETWS notification at the RRC level, RAN2 sees that it is probable for UE AS to deliver the same ETWS notification more than once to the UE application. This applies to both ETWS Primary Notification and ETWS Secondary Notification.

There have been some assumptions in RAN2 that such duplicate delivery of ETWS notifications can be handled appropriately at UE application. For example, it was pointed out that UE application can perform duplicate detection of primary and secondary notification based on the message header e.g. message ID and message code above RRC which can be identified by the UE NAS. RAN2 would like to ask if SA2 has concerns with the currently defined E-UTRA RRC behaviour which permits duplicate delivery of an ETWS notification to UE application..
2. Actions 

To SA2:
RAN2 kindly asks SA2 to provide feedback on the currently defined E-UTRA RRC behaviour which permits duplicate delivery of an ETWS notification to UE application.
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