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6.1.2
MAC PDU (DL-SCH and UL-SCH)

A MAC PDU consists of a MAC header, zero or more MAC Service Data Units (MAC SDU), zero, or more MAC control elements, and optionally padding; as described in Figure 6.1.2-3. 

Both the MAC header and the MAC SDUs are of variable sizes.

A MAC PDU header consists of one or more MAC PDU sub-headers; each subheader corresponding to either a MAC SDU, a MAC control element or padding. 

A MAC PDU subheader consists of the six header fields R/R/E/LCID/F/L but for the last subheader in the MAC PDU and for fixed sized MAC control elements. The last subheader in the MAC PDU and sub-headers for fixed sized MAC control elements consist solely of the four header fields R/R/E/LCID. It follows that a MAC PDU subheader corresponding to padding consists of the four header fields R/R/E/LCID.
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Figure 6.1.2-1: R/R/E/LCID/F/L MAC subheader
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Figure 6.1.2-2: R/R/E/LCID MAC subheader

MAC PDU sub-headers have the same order as the corresponding MAC SDUs, MAC control elements and padding.

MAC control elements, except Padding BSR, are always placed before any MAC SDU. Padding BSR occurs at the end of the MAC PDU.

Padding occurs at the end of the MAC PDU, except when single-byte or two-byte padding is required but cannot be achieved by padding at the end of the MAC PDU. Padding may have any value and the Receiver and the Sender shall disregard it.
When single-byte or two-byte padding is required but cannot be achieved by padding at the end of the MAC PDU, one or two MAC PDU sub-headers corresponding to padding are inserted before the first MAC PDU subheader corresponding to a MAC SDU; or if such subheader is not present, before the last MAC PDU subheader corresponding to a MAC control element.

A maximum of one MAC PDU can be transmitted per TB per UE. [Depending on the physical layer category], one or two TBs can be transmitted per TTI per UE.


[image: image3.emf]MAC Control 

element 1

...

R/R/E/LCID 

sub-header

MAC header

MAC payload

R/R/E/LCID[/F/L] 

sub-header

R/R/E/LCID/F/L 

sub-header

R/R/E/LCID/F/L 

sub-header

...

R/R/E/LCID/F/L 

sub-header

R/R/E/LCID padding 

sub-header

MAC Control 

element 2

MAC SDU  MAC SDU 

Padding 

(opt)


Figure 6.1.2-3: MAC PDU consisting of MAC header, MAC control elements, MAC SDUs and padding

Editor’s note:
It is FFS whether this MAC PDU applies only to DL/UL SCH or also to other transport channels
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