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1
Introduction

RAN2 has been tasked by TSG RAN to determine when a freezing of the Rel-6 RRC can take place. Before that can take place, it is necessary to conduct a review to verify that everything is in place and that the tabular and the ASN.1 representations of the RRC messages are consistent and backward compatible. The TSG RAN meeting #30 in November/December could be a suitable point in time for a freezing. In order to reach that target, the review of the RRC has to take place between the RAN2 #48-bis (October) and the RAN2 #49 (November) meetings.

In order to initiate the task, a copy of the tabular (based on TS 25.331 version 6.6.0) is attached, wherein Ericsson has tried to identify all the Rel-6 changes that has been made to the tabular. Explicit changes should be marked by "REL-6" in the version column and are easy to identify. However, changes introduced in IEs typically propagate into a number of messages and possibly other IEs. The attached document attempts to identify all those indirect impacts for the Rel-6 additions in the tabular. (A colouring scheme is applied, where pink shading is used for the explicit changes, golden shading for the implicit changes and green shading is used for the messages and the IEs where no Rel-6 impact is identified.)

Changes that are introduced in the TS 25.331 version 6.7.0 has so far not been considered, but need to be included. An update of the attached copy of the tabular is needed for that purpose. The intention is to use it as a basis for the review of the ASN.1. That is one way of checking that everything has been implemented correctly in the ASN.1, much similar to what was done for Rel-5 1½ year ago. Ericsson is willing to undertake this task, but it would be helpful if also other companies contributed in the process. How this could be done should be discussed and a way forward should be outlined.

In parallel with crosschecking the tabular versus the ASN.1, it is necessary to verify that the actual content we have in the Rel-6 messages is complete, fit for its purpose and consistent with the procedure requirements. Ericsson believes that the attached version of the tabular (after updating to the version 6.7.0 standards), where the Rel-6 changes are highlighted, could be useful also in that process, although we are currently not conducting any systematic review in that respect ourselves. In particular, the two main new Rel-6 features: MBMS and E-DCH should be reviewed in this respect.

2
Collection of RRC message issues

The table 1 below is intended for collection of the issues regarding the message coding, and in particular issues regarding: the consistency between the tabular and the ASN.1 and the backward compatibility with respect to earlier releases.

3
Way forward

Ericsson kindly asks RAN2 to consider this initiative and to discuss how companies could contribute in the process to verify the Rel-6 RRC messages, in order to enable a freezing of the RRC message syntax. A freezing could be possible at the next RAN meeting (RAN #30), provided sufficient verification has been concluded and that all the identified issues have been corrected. In the end, it is up to RAN2 to determine when a freezing of the Rel-6 RRC syntax is possible. After that, only backward compatible should be allowed (i.e., via non-critical extensions).

If RAN2 would consider that a freezing is not possible at the next RAN meeting, it might anyhow be beneficial to allow only essential corrections of the Rel-6 RRC syntax after the RAN #30. That would allow the verification and correction process to continue for another period, but prevent completely new elements to be added to the RRC message syntax.
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Table 1: Description/status of issues

	Issue
	Brief description
	Proposed solution/Comment
	Status/Comment

	
	Certain corrections from the Rel-5 ASN.1 review are missing in IE "UE radio access capability" (10.3.3.42)
	Unclear if there was a reason for this. (Probably not, those corrections remain in the Rel-5 version of 25.331.) If not, those corrections should be reinstated.
	

	
	Spelling error: 'CelIs' instead of 'Cells' in IE "GSM Target Cell Info" (10.3.8.4g)
	Correction needed.
	

	
	SIB Type 8, 9 and 10 are still mentioned in the tabular.
	Check the version 6.7.0 of the specification. It might already be correct.
	

	
	The constant 'maxMBMSservDedic' (10.3.10) seems not to be used.
	Should be removed.
	


