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At the RAN1 #39 meeting, RAN WG1 received a LS from RAN WG4 (R1-041493/R4-040785) which inquired the following on the topic of MBMS:
· RAN4 would need further information on the expected MCCH data rate and detailed definitions.
· RAN4 would kindly ask RAN2 to consider more neighbour cells instead of 6 cells in order to allow efficient deployment of MBMS in existing networks.  Although for a single UE 6 neighbour cells are sufficient, the neighbour cells for another UE may be different as the cells that needs to be taken into account depend on the exact UE position within the cell.  As a consequence RAN4 would like to ask RAN2 to consider whether a large number of cells could be supported.  Currently 32 intra-frequency neighbours are supported by the RAN4 specification.
Furthermore, RAN4 inquired the following actions from RAN2 and RAN1.

· RAN4 asks RAN2 to provide further information on MCCH data rate and detailed definitions when considering that up to 32 neighbour cells are currently used in the network for the maximum number of intra-frequency cells.
· RAN4 asks RAN1 to provide information on detailed L1 definitions of MCCH.
RAN1 discussed these issues addressed in the LS, and the outcome is summarized below.
On detailed L1 definitions of MCCH

At the moment, RAN1 is not sure of the detailed L1 definitions of MCCH as RAN2 has not yet concluded on its content and volume.

On number of neighbouring cells for MBMS

On the number of neighbouring cells for MBMS, RAN1 would like to remind that a LS (R1-040653) was sent to RAN2 and copied to RAN4 during RAN1 #37, in which it was mentioned that a maximum of 24 sectors/cells might be needed to fully obtain the gains provided by selective combining.

Also, it was noted during RAN1 #39 that from an operator’s point of view, it is desirable to reuse the same set of neighbouring cells as with Rel-99 the DCH for MBMS, and therefore the same number of neighbour cells as with Rel-99, i.e. 32 neighbour cells, should be considered for MBMS.
Actions
RAN1 kindly asks RAN2 and RAN4 to consider applying the same number of neighbouring cells as with the Rel-99 DCH, i.e. 32 neighbour cells, for MBMS.
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