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Introduction
During this RAN WG2#25 an LS R2-02459 was received from TSG GERAN asking RAN WG2 to consider the introduction of NACC in UTRAN for UTRAN->GERAN handover.  Previously RAN WG2 stated that the case of UTRAN->GERAN was not beneficial due  the delays in acquiring the required system information at the UTRAN RNC from the GERAN BSC.

Vodafone have investigated this further, and believe that even if this interrogation method was introduced then this still would have a substantially reduced service resumption time when moving from a UTRAN cell to a GERAN cell.

The time to perform reselection in GPRS is in the order of 2-8 seconds (no PBCCH). Since the time to perform reselection between UTRAN and GERAN is likely to be of the same order, Vodafone propose that NACC to GERAN is introduced in to the UTRAN.

In order for inter-rat NACC to be introduced it will require a new message [INTER-RAT CELL CHANGE NOTIFICATION] to be created, in order to notify the RNC of a request to move from a UTRAN cell to a GERAN cell. The network can then include the GERAN system information vital to service resumption into the CELL CHANGE ORDER FROM UTRAN message.

In addition, the ability to indicate that a cell supports the reception of INTER-RAT CELL CHANGE NOTIFICATION messages will need to be included into the system information.

Proposal

1) To create a new procedure and message for INTER-RAT CELL CHANGE NOTIFICATION.

2) To update the CELL CHANGE ORDER FROM UTRAN command to include the relevant system information for the GERAN cell.

3) The UTRAN system information will need to be updated in order to indicate that a cell supports the reception of INTER-RAT CELL CHANGE NOTIFICATION.

