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Corrections to the LIST and RLIST SUFI types

LIST SUFI Type

The error handling for LIST SUFI when the LENGTH field contains an invalid value is incorrectly specified.

The definition of the LENGTH field of the LIST SUFI given in section 9.2.2.11.4 indicates that “the value of “0000” is invalid and the list is discarded”.

This definition is incorrect in that if the value of the length is 0, the LIST SUFI alone cannot be discarded since we don’t know what its length is, and consequently where the next SUFI begins.  Instead, the entire STATUS PDU must be discarded.

The wording of the definition of the LENGTH field in the LIST SUFI must be changed to provide for the correct handling of the Status PDU by the transmitting RLC AM entity.  That is, in case the LENGTH field of the LIST SUFI has an invalid value of “0000”, the entire Status PDU shall be discarded (and not just the erroneous SUFI field).

RLIST SUFI Type

The specification for handling of error cases for RLIST SUFI should be added.

The value of the LENGTH field of the RLIST SUFI, as defined in section 9.2.2.11.6, indicates the number of 4-bit codewords (CW) in the RLIST SUFI.

There is a possibility of error cases when:

· the last CW as indicated by the value of the LENGTH field does not contain a “1” in the least significant (rightmost) position, or

· the last CW as indicated by the value of the LENGTH field does contain a “1” in the least significant (rightmost) position but is a special “error burst indicator” codeword (CW) which always needs to be followed by another set of one or more codewords (CW).

A likely solution in this case is to discard the entire STATUS PDU, as we’re not sure if the value of LENGTH was erroneous OR the CW was encoded incorrectly.  Consequently, we cannot skip the RLIST SUFI, and continue processing the next SUFI as we don’t know where the next SUFI begins.

The description should be added to the RLIST SUFI section to indicate that in the cases when the above-mentioned errors are detected, the entire STATUS PDU shall be discarded.

