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TSG RAN WG3 has become aware of an inconsistency between the RANAP and the RRC protocols with regard to the maximum size of a NAS PDU. The RRC NAS message IE is defined as a bounded octet string – OCTET STRING (1..4095) – in TS 25.331 v 3.5.0 section 10.3.1.8, whereas the RANAP NAS PDU IE is unbounded – OCTET STRING – in TS 25.413 v 3.4.0 section 9.2.3.5.

Before studying how the RRC limitation of the NAS message size should be taken into account at the RANAP layer, TSG RAN WG3 is kindly asking TSG CN WG1 to confirm that the length of a NAS message does not exceed 4095 octets so that it can fit in the RRC NAS message IE. 

