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1. Introduction

This document is intended as information to 3GPP about IETF (Internet Engineering Task Force) activities that might relate to 3GPP.  The document provides information about an IETF working group called ROHC, which will standardize robust header compression algorithms suitable for cellular usage. References to relevant information about the ROHC working group are also included.

2. The ROHC working group in IETF

A new working group has been formed in the IETF. The working group is called ROHC (pronounced “rock”) which is an acronym for Robust Header Compression. ROHC will develop and standardize robust header compression algorithms suitable for cellular usage. 

A description of the working group, the goals and the time plan of the working group can be found in the charter of the working group [1]. The charter also contains information about how to join the ROHC mail list. The time plan of the working group has been made taking the time plan of 3GPP into consideration. For instance, as can be seen in the charter, the specifications of a robust header compression scheme for RTP/UDP/IP will be submitted to the IESG (Internet Engineering Steering Group) in September 2000 for publication as a Proposed Standard.

The ROHC working group finds it important to co-ordinate its work with 3GPP. Therefore a Liaison officer has been appointed in the ROHC working group towards relevant groups in 3GPP. The person appointed is Krister Svanbro (krister.svanbro@ericsson.com). The Liaison officer is responsible for co-ordination of header compression related issues between the ROHC working group and relevant working groups in 3GPP. Queries about the ROHC working group or requests for information about ROHC from 3GPP may also be made to the Liaison officer.

A first set of requirements on the ROHC header compression scheme for RTP/UDP/IP has been made [2]. These requirements have been based on requirements on header compression as outlined in 3GPP [3]. ROHC welcomes comments on these requirements from relevant groups in 3GPP and these may be directed to the Liaison officer.

To provide guidelines for incorporating the ROHC scheme in systems such as those standardized by 3GPP, ROHC has started preparing lower layer guidelines for robust header compression. The first draft of this document can be found in [4].
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