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In [1] WG1 requested guidance from WG2 on the potential implications of a cell selection proposal described in [2].  In this proposal a UE first determines a candidate list of cells based on received PCCPCH pilot strength.  It then decodes the BCH of these candidate cells in order  to compute a path loss estimate and to determine the uplink interference floor (note: other parameters may also be decoded).  The UE then selects the cell which would require the minimum transmit power for the uplink access probe.   

WG1 solicited opinions on BCH scheduling and rate of update of uplink interference information, operation at the border of different location areas, and also applicability of the proposed scheme for cell re-selection. RAN WG1 asked guidance from WG2 on how to proceed with this proposal.

WG2 response:

WG2 thanks WG1 for the liaison statement and attached paper, however, unfortunately, there has not been time to evaluate the proposal [2] in detail.  A decision has not yet been made as to whether the scheme should be used and under what conditions, this scheme and other similar schemes are still under discussion.  Nevertheless, regarding the L2/3 questions which were raised it is still possible to provide some feedback.

Taking each of the questions in turn:

With regards to BCH scheduling, the current assumption is that the information which is required, ie. uplink interference and downlink transmit power will be published frequently on the BCH.    WG2 is currently considering flexible schemes for scheduling the transmission of system information on the BCH.

With regards to operation of the scheme on the border between different location areas, WG2 has noted the concern which was raised and solutions could be envisaged.  The UE would have to ascertain from the BCH whether the selected cell was in a new location area and format its message and use of identifier accordingly. 

WG 1 is invited to continue its work evaluating this scheme and other proposed cell (re)selection schemes.
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